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Notes from the President 

Not much to say this month.  Thank you to Steve Leonard and Neal Pfeiffer for sharing photos and stories 

from the SSA convention at February's meeting.  The annual KSA safety meeting will be March 10. Dave 

Stanko will be presenting this year.  This meeting can be used for the required 1 hour of ground for a biennial 

flight review, so don’t forget your log book. 

We have something very exciting planned for the April membership meeting.   Frank O’Donnell has invited 

three guest speakers to come and talk to use about spins, spin recovery, and unusual attitudes (aerobatics).   

We are collecting your 2012 dues now, so please send checks to Neale Eyler or bring your checkbook to the 

March meeting.   

Soaring season is just around the corner.  We will be having the Spring Work day in April.  The May through 

September meetings will be cookouts at Sunflower.   KSA will be providing the meat and the grill.  The se-

cond Saturday of the month will be a great time to invite potential new members to checkout soaring. 

Happy Landings, 

Andrew 



KSA CALENDAR 
2012 

March 10th – 7:30 pm KSA Meeting at NIAR - Annual Safety Talk  -  Dave Stanko 

April 14th – 7:30 pm KSA Meeting at NIAR – Spins, etc.  -  Hosted by Frank O’Donnell 

May  12th - KSA Meeting, Cookout at Sunflower 

June 9th - KSA Meeting, Cookout at Sunflower 

June 9th - 16th  -  Region 9 Club/Modern Class Super Regional  - Moriarty, NM 

June 10th - 21st  -  Open Class Nationals  -  Minden, NV 

June 18th - 29th - Sports Class Nationals  -  Parowan, UT 

June 25th - 29th  -  WSPA Seminar, Chilhowee Gliderport, Benton, TN 

June 30th - July 7th  -  International Vintage Sailplane Meet  -  Elmira, NY 

July 7th - 50th annual Kansas Kowbell Klassic 

July  9th - 18th - 1-26 Championships/13.5 Meter Super Regional - Texas Soaring Association, Midlothian, TX 

July 14th - KSA Meeting, Cookout at Sunflower 

July 28th - August 19th - World Gliding Championships: Open, 15 Meter, 18 Meter - Uvalde, TX 

Each year WSPA conducts a raffle to raise money for scholarships. This years raffle is a quilt project, which 

was started in 2006 with the gathering of squares. Squares were donated 

by over a dozen WSPA members and Arleen Coleson lovingly assembled 

and quilted this beautiful work of art. We are very excited to present this to 

the soaring community, and looking forward to it finding a loving and appre-

ciative home. The quilt size is 48”x64” and can be used as a throw or a wall 

hanging (casing for a hanging rod is part of the quilt.) 

 

Raffle tickets are $5/each and can be purchased from: 

 

Frauke Elber 

213 Anne Burras Lane 

Newport News, VA 23606-3637 

 

Make the check payable to WSPA and place 2012 Raffle in the subject 

line. The drawing for the quilt will take place at the Women Soaring Pilots 

Association Annual Meeting at the Women Soaring Seminar in Benton, TN 

during the last week in June. 

Anyone else notice that Tori Smith’s story “Sublette Chase” from the January Variometer made the March 

Soaring? Check the Club News column. 



Sunflower Seeds 

February 1st : Bob Holliday reports: I launched the PIK at about 2pm just as the last of the high clouds were 

moving through. the lift was 1 knot for a while but i did find some 4 knot lift near Pretty Prairie. I landed after 

3pm but could have flown another hour. Previous commitments can cut short the afternoon fun. PS: got up 

to 5,000msl.  

February 21st : Bob Park did 3 flights in the 2-33 to get current 

February 25th : Bob Park, Charles Pate, Sandy MacKenzie, Jeff Beam, and Chris Swan all gathered to do 

various duties associated with renewing Bob’s CFI-G via auto tow.  Launching was done with Bob’s minivan 

into a brisk SE Wind.  Tony Condon and Matt Gonitzke observed the end of operations.  Steve Leonard 

was also around and was working on replacing the drag fitting in the Grob when we left. 

February 28th -  No flying but Jerry and Lyn Boone went out to Sunflower after the storms rolled through 

and report that all trailers and hangars are OK. 

Glider Transponder Code - 1202 

I’m not sure if anyone in Kansas is flying a glider with a transponder but if you are the following is something 

you should know: The FAA has assigned transponder code 1202 for use by gliders not in contact with an air 

traffic control (ATC) facility with an effective date of March 7, 2012.  The notice was published in JO 

7110.577, a copy of which is available on the FAA web site here: http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/

Notice/N7110.577.pdf  Gliders operating in areas where there is an agreement with local ATC to use a differ-

ent code should contact the agreement sponsor for guidance on which code to use.”  

February 22nd was very nice with a high of 73 in 

Wichita.  Leah and I saw several cu to the North, 

East, and West when we left work, and Jerry Boone 

reported cu in Hutchinson as well.  Driving home 

from work we spotted this wave formation after exit-

ing 135.  Storms that rolled through earlier in the 

week, the storms on the 28th and scenes like this re-

mind us that Spring is coming! 

Neal Pfeiffer continues to make progress on the LO-

150. Looking good! 



Tangerine Tours America! 
By Tony Turiano 

 

This is a rambling account of how I came to join you folks for the Kansas Kowbell Klassic, and how my expe-
dition fared. 

My wife, Martha, and I are pretty enamored of Colorado and have been toying with the idea of relocating 
there from Florida. In 2010 I started having some pretty nasty sciatic pain, which was a bit of a scare. So I got 
to thinking - why wait until our knees (or whatever other components) are shot to break new ground? 

I had heard about the Kansas Kowbell Klassic that year, and I’m one of those that don’t need an explanation 
– straight-out flights just touch me somehow (see my article in the November 2010 Soaring). So I started cob-
bling together a plan for 2011. I thought I’d fly Region 5 South and 
maybe squeeze in a Region 9 or 10 contest, and fly with you folks 
for the KKK. Unfortunately – but understandably – few regional 
contests are announced far enough in advance for me – I have to 
commit to my vacation days before the New Year even begins.  

So the plan gelled - here is the text of an e-mail I sent to the string 
for the Miami Glider Club and some other air-head friends at the 
very beginning of 2011: 

———————— 

“Hey all – I just wanted to fill you in on the planned adventures of 
me and Tangerine: 

1. We’re flying as a guest/sniffer in the Seniors at Clermont, 
March 12-19th. 

2. Some weekend between early April and Memorial Day we may 
try to make a straight-out flight from Clermont to Cordele, GA (or 
just pull the trailer). I figure the GTA event during Memorial Day 
weekend will be a good opportunity to practice for: 

3. The Region 5 contest at Cordele, June 4-11. 

4. If the weather looks promising, might try straight-out from Cor-
dele to Mississippi on June 12. 

5. Trailering to Wichita sometime between June 12 and July 14. 

6. July 16 – The Kansas Kowbell Klassic: (http://
home.earthlink.net/~hp18racer/Log1986_Cowbell.html) – Colorado or bust! 

7. Tangerine will thereafter be living alone at Boulder, CO for several months (I think we'll have had enough of 
each other to last a while by then). Next year, who knows – Salida, Parowan, Air Sailing? 

If you’re interested in updates let me know. 

Also, this message was not intended as a solicitation, but if you might be interested in: 

1. Driving to Georgia the weekend of April 16 or 23 - these weekends I don't have coverage (weather depend-
ent). 

2. At the contests I don't "need" crew but if you're interested in being there for part of it I'd be willing to pick up 
expenses and whatnot, of course. 
 
3. Willing to drive west from Georgia or Wichita? Could airline you home from Memphis, Denver, or...? Your 
Better World Club membership on me, too: 

———————— 
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I’m happy to report that the sciatic issue cleared up after I quit sitting on my wallet. As an air traffic controller, I 
have a fairly sedentary job, though I generally pace around when I am training someone.  

Well, clean living must pay off – my friend Lea, a retired ATC supervisor, followed me in the Mustang on a 
500k straight-out attempt from Seminole-Lake to Macon, Georgia – where his eldest daughter lives! I only 
made it to Tifton, GA, but it was a blast. His daughter and grandchildren drove down to meet us at Cordele for 
a nice reunion.  

This flight would have broken my Florida free distance record (Sports Class), but I didn’t bother to claim it – I 
like the idea that leaving my record standing out of Homestead promotes soaring way down South. 

More serendipity – my friend Pete had to leave his Grumman Tiger at an airport in North Florida with a dead 
battery. So Lea and I did a favor for both Pete and ourselves when we drove back up to Georgia for the Me-
morial Day weekend – we picked up the airplane, left my car in Cordele, and flew home. I then hitched a ride 
back up to Cordele for the Regional with my friend Enrique Mertins. Having just come off the midnight shift, I 
slept most of the way.  

The flying at Cordele was really great – nobody landed off airport during the GTA, the Regional, or the con-
current National contest. All the ants in my car died from the heat, and I was certainly heard to complain 
about the 102-degree readings - so I’m probably responsible for the record highs at Hutchinson! Nobody was 
available to follow me on another straight-out, so I headed for Sunflower at dawn the day after the Regional.  

About 30 hours later, and a semi-frantic cellphone call to Tony Condon, I found the well-hidden ramp at Sun-
flower and strapped down my trailer. Then off to Tony and Leah’s driveway with the Mustang, a taxi to ICT 
and a flight home! 

Tony and Leah got me in touch with Matt Colclasure, who was game to follow me on the KKK, so one more 
barrier down. On the day of the race, I took an unscientific guess at a good spot on the grid – and man, did it 
pay off! I think everyone that launched before me needed a relight, and I got up to about 9,000’ on my first 
thermal and headed out. The flight went well – I knew that surface winds were supposed to be up a bit at the 
West end of the course, but didn’t recognize just how stiff they were. I got impatient with a thermal just SE of 
Sharon Springs, thinking I could do better over the town – not so! I don’t know if sticking with that last thermal 
would have made a difference or not, but I decided to drop into the duster strip just NW of town. I’m sure I 
could have made it across the state line, but couldn’t see landing off-airport just for that claim. 

Ultimately I’m really happy with that decision, because Matt didn’t reach me until sunset, and disassembling 
on the airport was a pleasure, compared to a flashlight-and-headlight-in-a-field fiasco.  

Since I couldn’t reach anyone with the outfit that owned the strip that we were trespassing on, I decided we’d 
haul the ship back partway and park the trailer at a public-use airport. 

After dropping Matt back at Sunflower, I went to get a room at the Huthcinson Quality (not) Inn. The desk was 
abandoned, and I rang the bell and halloooed repeatedly to no avail. So I slept on the couch in the lobby for a 
few hours. When the clerk woke me I gave him a piece of my mind, washed up and headed out. 

That afternoon, Tangerine and I arrived in Boulder, CO. It was a pretty moist Summer in the Rockies, and 
overdevelopment in the mountains almost daily prevented 
me from doing anything other than some local sled rides. 
The gurus at Boulder tell me that the best time of year for 
soaring is the first few weeks of June. 

I went out to visit for a weekend in October. A blue, be-
nign day, with light winds and shirtsleeve weather at the 
surface, yet the winds aloft seemed to offer the chance of 
wave. I had made a short local flight the day before, and 
was willing to settle for the same since the ship would be 
sitting for many months. 

I released in a weak thermal near the airport, and sort of 
bumped my way across town to the Flatirons, where I fig-
ured to find a decent thermal off the sun-bathed rocks. 
There was some weak lift there, and after a while I real-
ized that I was circling far too wide for it to be a thermal — 

Gold Altitude! 



aha! I started tacking N & S, and although I never even saw 2 knots, I was positive it was wave. 

I called Mile High Soaring on the radio so they could open the wave window. I’d never come close to getting 
Gold Altitude in the Southeast, and it was pretty much in the bag here if they’d let me up just a bit above 
18,000’. I mistakenly remembered the Symons award was for breaking 20,000’ (it’s actually 25k), so asked for 
and received FL210. Once I was squared away in the window, I continued tacking N & S during the climb.  

I had spent a fair amount of time successfully sealing my canopy etc. in Florida during the “winter” in prepara-
tion for the road trip, but some 70 hours of x-c flying had pretty well torn up my efforts. On the Southwesterly 
heading, my canopy was filled with sun and I was quite comfortable. Immediately upon rolling out on the 
Northwesterly heading, however, I was immediately shivering! I was really enjoying the flight, but didn’t want 
to stay up too long in this unfamiliar environment, not having a clear view panel, etc.  

I suppose that as the surface heating dies off in the afternoon, the wave deepens – so now that I want to get 
down, I have to run around at high speed and find the down air. I took my time getting down – even though I 
don’t have gelcoat, I think the factory-applied Bondo would probably start to fail if I made the temperature 
changes too rapidly. I was concerned about hitting rotor at high speed, since there were no clouds to mark it. I 
did hit some, but nothing too violent or intimidating. 

For 2012 I am considering moving the ship to Parowan in late July and Salida around Labor Day for about a 
week each. The Soaring Society of Boulder does an encampment at Salida every year. 

For 2013, who knows? If we’re not leaving Florida, maybe we’ll join you for the KKK again, heading the other 
way! 

SSA Convention Pictures 

Top: (Left) Dean Gradwell’s Ka-6E and (Right) the SZD Perkoz 2 seater. Photos from Neal Pfeiffer 

Bottom: (Left) Perlan Project mock up, (Center) Gordon Boettger’s record setting 

Kestrel, (Right) Windward Performance’s Duckhawk prototype. Photos from 

Scott Dimick 



The KSA Duty Schedule 

By Andrew Peters 

One reason KSA is able to keep the cost of soaring at Sunflower so low is the use of club members to facili-

tate getting into the air.  A commercial operation has to pay tow pilots, instructors, even wing runners, costs 

that are passed on to the soaring customers.  In a club, members fill these roles.  KSA manages this process 

through the Duty Schedule.  First, I want to explain the different roles and responsibilities.  Then I will explain 

how we set up the schedule.   Finally, I will explain what the expectations are for fulfilling your assigned duty 

days. 

Launch Line Manager is responsible for managing the launch line.  They help get ready for the day’s activity: 

laying out tow ropes, turning on the base radio, assisting members with getting gliders out of the hangars.  

The LLM determines the launch order, making sure no one cuts ahead in the line.  And they keep the gliders 

pulled up to the launch line (the south edge of the intersection).  They hook up gliders, run wings, signal the 

tow plane, monitor for traffic in the pattern, and keep safety in mind.  They might ask the glider pilot, “Did you 

complete a positive control check?”  Or check on the towpilot, “Are you drinking water?”  The only skills need-

ed are knowledge of the SSA signals used during launch operations. 

Tow Pilot is responsible for getting the gliders into the air in an efficient manner.  They will fly the desired tow 

speed, to the best of their ability.  They will attempt to take you to lift, but they also expect you to release at 

the specified altitude.  They will get the tow plane preflighted and fueled for the day’s activity.  They may pro-

vide reports on the lift and clouds, though past indications do not guarantee future performance.   To be a tow 

pilot at KSA, you must be at least a Private Pilot, with a Single Engine Land rating.   You need a High Perfor-

mance endorsement, and a tow pilot endorsement.   To get a tow endorsement, you’ll need to perform 10 

tows with an experienced tow pilot.  There’s a minimum total hour requirement, but I can’t remember what it is 

off the top of my head. [Editor’s note: I believe it’s 500 hours but check with Steve Leonard for the final word] 

The flight instructor (CFIG) provides flight instruction on the assigned days.  Anyone wanting to receive dual 

instruction needs to contact the CFIG on duty, to let them know your desire to fly with them.   Students pay $1 

to WSA for dual flights.  This fee is used to cover WSA membership dues for the CFIG.  Fees for instruction 

in the KSA Grob are set by the instructor.  Instructors can provide checkouts in club gliders, flight reviews, 

advanced instruction for Commercial or CFIG certificates, and just general dual to make everyone a better, 

safer pilot. 

Everyone is responsible for conducting safe operations.  However, the LLM, TP, and CFIG can decide to stop 

operations if the weather conditions become too extreme.   

So, how does the schedule get created?  Well, first, we start with any KSA member that took a tow in the pre-

vious year.  We also look at new members or members that didn’t fly but still worked the Duty Schedule from 

the previous year.  The Duty Schedule runs from May to October.  We attempt to have two LLM, a TP for 

each day of the weekend, plus the holidays (Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day.)  The CFIG’s are assigned 

either a Saturday or a Sunday each weekend.   The number of days divided by the number of people define 

how many days you’ll have to work.  We try to make it not more than one day per month. 

At the March and April meetings, we circulate the blank Duty Schedule for members to sign up for the re-

quired number of days.  After the April meeting, anyone who hasn’t signed up gets dropped in a hat, and is 

randomly assigned days to work.   This applies for everyone, LLM, Tow Pilot, CFIG.   

After the Duty Schedule is published in the Variometer, added to the online calendar, and posted up at Sun-

flower, it is the responsibility of every member to show up on their assigned day.  If you can’t be there, it is 

your responsibility to find a substitute.   Call someone from the Sub list, post a notice on Soar-Kansas,  



Barringer Trophy 

At the SSA Awards Banquet following the convention in Reno, Gary Osoba was announced as the winner of 

the 2011 Barringer Trophy. The Barringer Trophy is awarded for the greatest straight-line distance soaring 

flight during the previous calendar year, other than the U.S. National Championships. Gary won the trophy for 

a flight with his wife Christine in his Marsden Gemini two-seater from Zapata, TX to a wheat field near Amaril-

lo, TX, about 637 miles!  Hopefully Gary will be sending in a report on this flight for a future Variometer 

(nudge nudge). See the flight here: http://www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/gliding/flightinfo.html?dsId=1952809 
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New Glider in Kansas 

Chris Swan and Jeff Beam made a marathon 

drive to New Hampshire and back, 4 days round 

trip (perhaps adventurous enough to merit a Vari-

ometer article??) to pick up Chris’ new to him 

Russia AC-4A.  Your editor is looking forward to 

having another “short wing” glider on the field to 

go with the  Cherokees, Keith Smith”s PW-5, and 

Jeff’s Apis.  Can’t wait to see the new glider this 

spring! 

call to swap with someone on a day you can work.  Ideally, you will communicate changes to the Variometer 

editor, change the online calendar, or at least pencil the change in on the posted schedule at Sunflower. 

What about the weather?  Well, the best I can tell you is to use your judgment.  If it’s raining and it’s going to 

rain all day, you don’t need to waste the drive to Sunflower.   Winds greater than 30 mph are also a good sign 

that no flying will take place.  However, over cast days, while there may not be lift, could still be productive 

flying days.   If you are concerned about the weather, call the other LLM, TP, and CFIG, and find out what 

they are thinking.   

And if you do drive up, but no one shows up to fly, there’s grass to mow, gliders to wash, concrete to sweep, 

tow ropes to repair, etc.  Please take the time to make something of your duty day.   

So, there you have it, some explanation about each role on the Duty Schedule, how the schedule is made, 

and what to do when your duty day arrives.   If you have any questions, please ask me, a board member, or 

any other member.  I am looking forward to another successful and exciting soaring season. 
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KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS  67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONTHLY KSA MEETING 

Annual Safety Meeting - Dave Stanko CFIG 

Saturday March 10th, 2012 

7:30 PM  

Room 307 

NIAR Building at Wichita State 


