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KSA CALENDAR

September 13" - KSA Meeting - Cookout at Sunflower

September 25" - 28" - Great Plains Vintage Rally - Wichita Gliderport
October 11" - KSA Meeting - Elections!

November 8" - KSA Meeting

December 13" - KSA Meeting

2015

January 10" - KSA Awards Banquet

February 14™ - KSA Meeting

March 14™ - KSA Meeting

Notes from the President

Have you wanted to take on a more active role in the KSA organization? Now is the time! October we will
have our annual elections. Names are needed to fill out the ballot.

Available positions include:

President

Vice President 1 East

Vice Presidenti West

Secretary/Treasurer

Tow Plane Manager

Director

Director

Each position is a two year term. Please contact Leah Condon , canoecox@gmail.com, if you are interested
in one of the board positions. A short bio or description of your vision for the club would be nice to in-

clude. Nominations are required by September 30™.

The final cookout will be Saturday the 13™. We will resume our monthly meetings on the second Saturday at
Ca b e | Ehé meetings will start an hour earlier,at6:30. | f t hereb6s a subject you al
more about, please contact me or any of the directors listed at the top of this newsletter.

Happy landings,

Andrew


mailto:condonleah@yahoo.com

Sunflower Seeds

August 1%: Tony Condon towed. Steve Leonard (BS-1), Michael Groszek (Grob), Mike Orindgreff (CAT),
and Dave WiIlkus (SR) all enjoyed good soaring flights.

August 2"d: Tony Condon (K), Steve Leonard (BS-1), Mike Orindgreff (CAT), Dave Wilkus (SR), and
Keith Smith (LW) all flew. Rafael Soldan instructed and at least Leah Condon took her flight review. Paul
Sodamann worked the line. Other students kept him busy the rest of the afternoon. Conditions were good to
the south and east.

August 3" Tony Condon (K) and Steve Leonard (BS-1) flew together on a task to Harper and Halstead.
Mike Orindgreff (CAT) flew. Don Jones (MB) attempted a silver distance task but ran out of clouds and Bob
Hinson (KD) had a good soaring flight. Paul Sodamann once again worked the line.

August 4™ Tony Condon (K) attempted a big triangle but instead landed at Great Bend. Shea Zuckerman
was kind enough to retrieve. Brian Bird towed.

August 9™ Dennis Brown , Dave Wilkus , Don Jones , Micheal Groszek , Rafael Soldan , and Bob Hinson
were among the aviators. Bob Blanton and Robbie Grabendike ran the line. Lift was unpredictable and re-
ports of around 4000 msl and flights in the 30 minute length seemed to be the case. On the ground, Jerry
Boone and Steve Leonard installed lights in the hangar and had extra help after 5pm before the cookout
started. Lighting installation continued until 8pm and for the first time, gliders and airplanes where parked in
the hangar at night with full lighting!

August 10™: Weather was lots of clouds and a low ceiling which improved later in the day. Mike Logback
subbed for Brian Bird in the towplane. Line managers were Scott Dimick & Luke Marquardt . Bob Hinson
gave a demo ride in the Grob. Mike Orindgreff (SzZD-55), John Wells (ASW20), and Dennis Brown
(Mosquito) all had decent flights.

August 11" Bob Holliday had a good flight in the PIK

August 16" Michael Groszek, Shea Zuckerman, Don Jones, and Tony Condon gathered early for auto
towing in the 2-33. Matt Gonitzke assisted on the ground. Later Bob Hinson (KD), Keith Smith (LW), Dave
Wilkus (SR), Michael (Ka-6), Matt (6M), Jerry Boone (K7), Bob Holliday (3D) and Tony (YYY) went soar-
ing. Conditions were not as good as hoped but good enough for fair flights.

August 17" Steve Leonard (PN) and Dave Wilkus (SR) flew

August 20™: Tony Condon gave auto tow rides to his cousin from San Diego and her friend. Leah Condon
drove.

Auigust 30™: Despite a disappointing lack of lift, we had a decent amount of activity on the first day of Labor
Day weekend. For once, there was more thermals at the Wichita Gliderport (strong lift to a 9K ceiling) than
Sunflower where the hawks were having trouble climbing. KC Alexander completed his biannual flight re-
view with Andrew in the Grob. Andrew gave Dave Pauly some instruction in the 2-33. Rich and Myra Stone
showed up from St Louis. Andrew flew with Rich in the 2-33. If you want to hear a really thorough preflight
rope break plan, ask Rich. Andrew gave a demo ride in the G103 to Doug Wilson 0 girlfriend Elizabeth. Matt
Gonitzke (Std Austria) and Mike Orindgreff (SzZD-55) scratched for lift late in the day and managed to stay
aloft for more than an hour. Crew was Bob Hinson in the towplane and line managers Scott Dimick & Jerry

Martin .



In Memory - Paul Wilson

Marty Smith sent me news that her father, Paul Wilson, passed away at the end of March. Paul was an early

WSA and KSA member. He served as the timer at the 1961 Nationals we held here in Wichita. He won the

Kowbell in 1963. His exploits attempting to get Gold Distance in his Cherokee Il were documented in many of

the early KSA Newsletters. The following profile is from the January 1961 KSA Newsletter. Paul also spent

some time flying with Harland Ross in the R-6, attempting and breaking a few World Records along the way.

| 6ve printed that article here before but this month
with Paul ds highlighting and notes.

Paul A. Wilson :
Personality of the Month

Quiet, soft spoken Paul Wilson would not fit the current mold of a "Typical
Texan". He is more from the old cowhand school of ‘yep' and 'nope' and he
comes by it honestly as he was born in the 16th year of this century in a
little town near McKinney, Texas - the town of Princeton some 7 miles east
to be exact. He had his raisin' on a farm near Abilene, Texas, and attended
school in that west Texas city. Upon graduation in 1933.}e was employed by the
Texas Highway Department. He didn't even wait to pick up his diploma, so
anxious was he to go to work, His first job was an 'ax-man' with a survey
party and it's hard to imagine a man or boy anxious to go to work at that kind
of a job. But his eagerness paid off; in 4 years he was a surveyor for the
same department. (He never did get the diploma - his school principal wouldn't
fork it over when Paul stopped by to pick it up several months later. He
thought Paul hadn't shown the proper attitude in not waiting for the graduation
exercisesiy e
Paul left his transit for a microphone - he went to work as a radio announcer
for station KRBC in Abilene, He was soon doing a number of jobs, however,
including being a writer, an engineer, salesman and program director. Iater
he worked in one or all of these jobs for radio stations in Longview, Texas
éwhere he took his first airplane ride) snd in laurel and Jackson, Mississippl.
In Laurel he took his first flying lessons). January of 1942 found Paul in
Wichita, Kansas, working for station KANS, now KLEO.

His employment was interrupted in the summer of 1943, His uncle put him to work
during ‘the Big Fuss as a pointer - he pointed the direction the pilot of the
B~-17 was to fly. To qualify as a navigator he wag trained at Sheppard Field
and Hondo in Texas. He must have been pretty good as he navigated a B-L7 to
Italy and back over via Gandar, the Azors, Morroco and back via Dakar, Natal
and Puerto Rico. He spent exactly 1 year in Italy with a B-17 outfit. It is
supposed he played mumbly-ty-peg during that period ‘cause he didn‘t mention
anything about missions or bombs or shootin’ oxr nothin'.

Upon his return to the U.S. he again digplayed his talent for quick action once
the decision was made. He "got married as quick as the law allowed" down in
Abilene to a Wichita girl name of Louise. They returned to Wichita where Paul
resumed his work at KANS. At the mid-century point he went to work for KFH as
Sales Manager and in 1953 he became advertising manager for the S.A. Long Co. -
his present position.



Once out fo the AAF he could also resume his hobby of flying - not as a pointer
but as a pilot. A private ticket was earned in 1946 and a commercial in 1947.

His flying is for fun - he's only used the commercial aspect of his pilot's
license once. He dropped out of flying as his children grew but became interested

in gliding through a newspsper article, He says, now laughing at himself, because 5
gliding looked cheaper,

Since joining WSA in 1957 he has been president for 'one term, treasurer for three
and a flight instructor for the club., He was KSA's first secretary. He was a

crew member for Harland Ross when Harland broke three world socaring records in three
days and a National record on the fourth. He was passenger on the 300 KM world's
record ang the U.S. National out-and-back record. Both flights were in the back

of the R-b6.

He also accompanied Harland to the Odessa Records Camp in 1959 and crewed for
Harland's Diamond C flight. He considers these two records camps the high
~ point in his soaring both because of vhat he learned and for the fellowship.

Paul earned g Silver C in 1958, Completing it with a 48 mile flight to Medford,
Oklahoma from‘Strother Field. This was his third X-C attempt.

Even though he is a salesman he is not prone to use superlatives. He does use
them in regard tp‘Soa;ring. He bhas also done something few soaring enthusiasts
can claim - he is ®wo scld on soaring he signed up his wife in WSA and KSA and

she ig now learning to fly. These clubs are indeed fortunate to have Paul and
Louise as members.

Matt Gonitzke about to turn final on August 30"






