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Notes from the President 

Greetings KSA! The season is in full swing, with some good soaring to be had recently. The KSA Grob is 

back in action and ready for your enjoyment. We’ve hosted a coupld of flight camps from the Cosmosphere 

this month, and all of the kids have really enjoyed their introduction to glider flying. Kowbell is literally right 

around the corner, and Konsolation is right after that. Konsolation hasn’t had a competitor for the last few 

years so I hope to see a few of us out there going for the trophy this year! See the rules later in this issue.  

Bob Hinson is still working to organize a visit of the Adventurous Babes Society, probably in September.  

Andrew Peters has laid some groundwork for us to have a showing of Cloudstreet at the Cosmosphere. Who 

is interested? Call me or email. 515-291-0089, abcondon@gmail.com 

I had a great time flying in Cordele. Matt Boone was a most excellent crew and the flying was overall very 

good. Francois and I learned a lot, and many lessons that we can apply next month in Lithuania at the 13.5 

Meter World Championships. I’ll be leaving for Europe in the middle of July, returning in late August. Leah 

and I are, of course, looking forward to the trip and representing KSA and the USA. You can bet a Variometer 

article or two and probably a club meeting next winter will detail the experience.  

Happy Soaring! 

Tony 



KSA CALENDAR 

June 24th - July 3rd - Sports Class Nationals - Waynesville, OH 

June 24th - July 3rd - 18 Meter, Open, and Club Class Nationals - Hobbs, NM 

July 4th - Kansas Kowbell Klassic 

July 2nd - July 9th - 1-26 Championships - Minden, NV 

July 11th - Cookout at Sunflower 

August 1st - 15th - 1st 13.5 Meter World Championships - Pociunai, Kaunas, Lithuania  

August 3rd-7th - Region 10 South - Waller, TX 

August 7th - 10th - Ratings Camp - Sunflower 

August 8th - Cookout at Sunflower 

September 24th-27th - Great Plains Vintage Rally - Wichita Gliderport 

September 29th-October 2nd - 2015 Fly Kansas Air Tour 

Glider Transponder Advance NPRM 

The FAA is now accepting comments on an advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM) that would 
eliminate the current transponder exemption for gliders. The measure was driven by an August 2006 acci-

dent  
in which a NetJets-operated Hawker 800XP suffered a nonfatal midair with a glider as well as the approxi-

mately 45 near-collisions involving gliders that took place between 1988 and 2014, according to the agency. 
 

In its findings on the accident, the NTSB recommended the FAA remove the exemption, stating, 
“Transponders are critical to alerting pilots and controllers to the presence of nearby traffic so that collisions 

can be avoided.” Though the glider was equipped with a transponder, its pilot had the unit shut off at the 
time of the accident to conserve battery power. In addition to asking whether aviation stakeholders feel glid-

ers should be requireded to comply with transponder rules and equipage, the agency is also exploring 
whether they should require ADS-B equipment as well. The FAA acknowledges that such implementation 

could  
impose significant costs on the glider community. The comment period closes on August 17." 

 
The NPRM is at: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2015-14818.pdf 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2015-14818.pdf


Sunflower Seeds 

June 6th: Steve Leonard flew the Nimbus to Anthony and back and Kingman and back. I think Mike Logback 

towed and Rafael Soldan instructed. 

June 8th: Mike Oridngreff had his first flight in F8, his new to him ASH-26E 

June 9th: Mike Orindgreff flew past Pretty Prairie, near Nickerson, and to Mount Hope in F8 

June 11th: KC Alexander towed, Rafael Soldan and Andrew Peters flew the 2-33 and 2-22 to give rides to 

campers from the Cosmosphere. Also present were Steve Seibel and Mike Logback 

June 13th: Tony Condon, Leah Condon, Dennis Brown, Bob Hinson, Lyn Juby, KC Alexander, Kevin 

Ganoung, Don Jones, Andrew Peters, Steve Seibel, and John Wells were seen. The KSA Grob was de-

rigged and taken to Tony’s house for repairs. Andrew flew with John, completing John’s flight review. Steve 

did a flight in the 2-33.  

June 15th: Tony Condon towed. Steve Seibel and Scott Dimick flew the Ka-6. Steve flew about an hour 

and Scott enjoyed nearly three hours at the end of the day. Bob Hinson, Lyn Juby, and Mike Oridngreff 

were also around. 

June 17th: Mike Orindgreff (F8) self launched but found no lift 

June 19th: KC Alexander spent most of the day spraying weeds, but took some time out to tow. Tony Con-

don flew with David Kennedy. Steve Seibel flew the Ka6 for a little over 2 hours, and Tony enjoyed a 2 hour 

solo soaring flight in the 2-33. 

June 27th: Mark Schlegel towed. Aaron Maurer ran the line with help from Tim Double and Alex Hunt. To-

ny Condon (K) flew Anthony and Haviland, Matt Gonitzke (6M) went to Harper and Pratt. Max altitudes were 

around 9,500. Mike Orindgreff (F8) went past Sterling and to Kingman. Don Jones (MB) flew to Stafford and 

back for Silver Distance. Keith Smith flew the WSA triangle in Tinkerbell. Bob Hinson and Lyn Juby flew 

the Grob a few flights, then Michael Groszek flew a couple, giving a ride to visitor William on his second. 

Steve Seibel had a long flight in the Ka-6. We also had visitors from Japan, in Wichita on business.  

June 28th: Matt Gonitzke (Std Austria) & Keith Smith (PW-5) launched around 1:00 and stayed up all 

day.  Steve Seibel had two nice flights in the 2-33 with Dave Pauly and his dad getting as high as 8800. 

(maybe higher). Steve was last to land, quite a while after all the fancy glass ships were done. Tony Condon 

gave a demo flight in the Grob to Nickerson KS for his power student and got over 10K.  Leah then flew the 

Grob to Lyons & Kingman with Tony riding along in purely a ballast role. Dennis Brown had a nice Mosquito 

flight. Kevin Ganoung flew 3 currency flights in the 2-22 late in the day. Mark Schlegel was towpilot & Mike 

Davis worked the line with Scott Dimick. Also seen was Bob Park, Bob Hinson, and Lyn Juby (and proba-

bly others) 

June 29th: Mike Orindgreff had a short local flight in F8. 

June 30th: Andrew Peters, Dave Pauly, Tony Condon, and Steve Seibel arrived early for Cosmosphere 

Flight Camp rides. Andrew towed and Tony flew the Grob. KC Alexander then towed, Tony flew Kate to 

Turon, Garden Plain, and Burrton, Andrew in 3T to near Medicine Lodge and back, Jerry Boone in ABB to 

Pratt and back, and Steve once again landed last in the Ka-6. John Wells spent a few hours working on KJ 

and then enjoyed a late flight. In between tows, KC stayed busy spraying weeds, as he’s done a lot of lately. 

Thanks KC! 



RULES FOR THE 

KANSAS KOWBELL 

KLASSIC KONSOLA-

TION  

The rules for the Kansas Kowbell 

Klassic Konsolation are the same as 

for the Kansas Kowbell Klassic, ex-

cept as amended below.  

1) Any soaring pilot and sailplane may 

enter, except for the winner of the 

previous days Kowbell Klassic.  

2) The winner each year will be the 

pilot who completes the longest pre-

declared task, as measured on US 

Koast and Geodetic sectional charts, 

from the release point, through any 

pre-declared turnpoints, to his point of 

landing, as verified on a Standard 

SSA Landing Form.  

6) The Annual Kowbell Klassic Kon-

solation will be held each year on the 

Sunday following the Annual Kowbell 

Klassic, unless the second place 

competitor in the Kowbell Klassic flew 

farther than 200 miles. In this kase, 

the Kowbell Klassic Konsolation will 

be held on the Saturday following the 

Kowbell Klassic. 

Kowbell 2015 

is July 4
th
 

Don’t miss it! 



New Alexander Schleicher Agent for USA  
 

We are very pleased and honored to announce that after 30 years in the sailplane training rental and ride 
business and 20 years in the sailplane repair and service business, Williams Soaring Center has been named 
the newest USA sales and service agent for Alexander Schleicher Flugzeugbau GmbH. We have been sup-

porting the Schleicher brand for many years through our FAA certified repair station building a strong relation-
ship with the factory. For us, this is a dream come true to represent this fine sailplane manufacturer. We have 
owned, operated and raced Schleicher sailplanes from ASW 19 - ASH 25 since 1985. We currently operate 6 
Schleicher sailplanes in our instruction and rental fleet and are anticipating the arrival of the brand new ASG 

32 late this Summer. To say we are fans of Schleicher sailplanes is an understatement!  
 

We want to thank Uli Kremer of Alexander Schleicher for accepting the referral from John Murray of Eastern 
Sailplanes to consider us for this awesome responsibility. As a customer of Schleicher for the past 30 years 

we feel uniquely qualified to add this agency to our portfolio of services, realizing we are following an amazing 
act. We look forward to carrying on the strong legacy of Eastern Sailplanes and Alexander Schleicher for 

years to come.  
 

We understand this is small market in a very big country and look forward to the challenge of keeping this 
wonderful and growing fleet of fine sailplanes in the air.  

 
Rex & Noelle Mayes  

Williams Soaring Center  
USA Alexander Schleicher Agent   

Cosmosphere Flight Camp crew from June 30th 

Parowan Seeds 

Bob Holliday has been flying the ASH-31 in Parowan, UT starting June 17th. 10 flights in June ranging be-

tween 300 km and 900 km. Incredible flying! 

Open and Club Class Nationals 

Steve Leonard (VJS) has been flying Open Class Nationals in Hobbs. Going into the last day he was 6th 

overall. 

Ron Leonard (4A) is flying the HP-18 in Club Class Nationals, holding 10th place. 



Cosmosphere Flight Camp on June 11
th

 

2002 Alisport Silent-IN  Price Reduced:  Asking $44,900 

 
New glider on the way.  This one must go to you.  

 

Wonderful, fun, easy to operate self-launch.  No tow plane, no problem. 
 

12 meter fits in a standard hangar.  FADEC, no choke, easy starting.  805 hours and 
climbing.  2 hours on motor since factory rebuild. Tinted canopy,  Avionic trailer.  Wings 

87 pounds and auto hook ups.  Many extras. 
Dean Carswell did a very nice review of the Silent-IN at the link below. 

http://www.alisport.com/pdf/ssa%20(may%202003).pdf 
 

Email for more info.   
 

Calls before 8:00PM eastern. 
 

Kevin Anderson 

Kevinsoar@gmail.com 

865-216-3459 

Cosmosphere Rides 

By Rafael Soldan 

The morning started with heavy rain showers and not 
looking very promising. The glider pilots (Rafael and 
Andrew) did an early briefing and determined that 
strong winds were the only factor but decided to give a 
go ahead on the mission.Our towpilot for the day was 
KC Alexander.  Mike Logback and Steve Seibel were 
providing ground operations. 
 
Andrew flew the 2-22 and was very courteous to let 
Raf fly the 2-33 (so he doesn't look like a hunchback 
after the rides) 
 
We had 15 young kids show up. It was a blast to share 
their excitement. The winds were strong and steady at 
altitude. We had fun making our shadow almost come 
to a stop on the ground and many of the kids were 
amazed with the "magic". 
 
We were able to get a lot of smiles that day and hope-
fully this experience will stay with them for a long time. 

http://www.alisport.com/pdf/ssa%20%28may%202003%29.pdf
mailto:Kevinsoar@gmail.com
tel:865-216-3459


Reprinted from February 1971 Soaring 











Fri, Jul 3, 15               

Holiday                 

Sat, Jul 4, 15  Dave Stanko   Bob Blanton 316-683-9759     

Holiday       Robbie Grabendike 316-680-0622     

Sun, Jul 5, 15      Neale Eyler 316-729-0659     

Holiday                 

Sat, Jul 11, 15 Mark Schlegel 316-641-5093  Jerry Martin 620-960-5418 Mike Westemeir 

Cookout       Paul Sodaman 785-456-5654 316-729-2551 

Sun, Jul 12, 15 Mark Schlegel 316-641-5093  Harry Clayton 316-644-9117     

        Susan Erlenwein 316-644-4586     

Sat, Jul 18, 15 Bob Hinson 316-841-5561 Aaron Maurer 316-300-6741     

                  

Sun, Jul 19, 15 Ben Sorensen   Scott Dimick 316-461-8196     

        Mark Ross 316-214-1464     

Sat, Jul 25, 15      Dana Duckworth 316-722-2078     

                  

Sun, Jul 26, 15      Harry Clayton 316-644-9117     

        Susan Erlenwein 316-644-4586     

Sat, Aug 1, 15      Mike Davis 316-772-8535 Mike Westemeir 

              316-729-2551 

Sun, Aug 2, 15 Jack Seltman 316-636-4218 Aaron Maurer 316-300-6741     

                  

Fri, Aug 7, 15               

Ratings Camp                 

Sat, Aug 8, 15 Andrew Peters 316-393-2261          

Ratings Camp/Cookout                 

Sun, Aug 9, 15 Mike Logback 620-241-8486 Mark Ross 316-214-1464     

Ratings Camp       David Pauly 316-250-2045     

Mon, Aug 10, 15               

Ratings Camp                 

Sat, Aug 15, 15 Bob Hinson 316-841-5561 Paul Sodaman 785-456-5654     

        Brian Silcott 620-204-0051     

Sun, Aug 16, 15 Jerry Boone 620-662-5330 Matt Boone 620-662-3849     

        David Pauly 316-250-2045     

Sat, Aug 22, 15      Don Jones 620-960-6444 Andrew Peters 

        Neale Eyler 316-729-0659 316-393-2261 

Sun, Aug 23, 15 Jack Seltman 316-636-4218 Harry Clayton 316-644-9117     

        Susan Erlenwein 316-644-4586     

Sat, Aug 29, 15 Bob Hinson 316-841-5561 Bob Blanton 316-683-9759     

        Robbie Grabendike 316-680-0622     

Sun, Aug 30, 15 Bob Holliday 316-641-6178 Steve Leonard 316-729-0356     

        Brian Silcott 620-204-0051     

KSA Duty Schedule 





KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

July 11
th

, 2015 

Cookout at Sunflower 


