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KSA CALENDAR 

November 5th - Fall Work Day - Sunflower 

November 12th- KSA Meeting - Soaring Weather 

December 10th - KSA Meeting 

2017 

January 14th - KSA Banquet - Kansas Cosmosphere - 6 PM 

January 21st-22nd - SSF Flight Instructor Refresher Clinic - Wallis, TX - Info here 

February 11th - KSA Meeting - My evolution at Sports Class Nationals - Andrew Peters 

March 11th - KSA Meeting - Badge Flying  

March 19th - 25th - FAI Sailplane Grand Prix - Orlando, FL 

April 8th - KSA Meeting - Safety Meeting  

June 5th - 14th - 15 Meter, Open, Standard Nationals - Cordele, GA 

June 21st - 30th - Club Class Nationals - Hobbs, NM 

Jun 29th - July 16th - 2nd FAI World 13.5m Class Gliding Championship - Szatymas, Hungary 

July 3rd - 7th - Women’s Seminar - Chilhowee Gliderport - Benton, TN 

July 15th - Kansas Kowbell Klassic 

August 1st - 10th - 18 Meter Nationals - Uvalde, TX 

August 28th - September 2nd - Region 10 Championship - Waller, TX 

September 24th - Adventurous Babes Society 

October 1st - Adventurous Babes Society Rain Date 

October 7th - EAA Fly-In Newton, KS 

Nov 26th - Dec 8th - 2nd FAI Pan-American Gliding Championships - Santa Rosa de Conlara, Argentina 

Election Results 

Congratulations to Tony Condon, Brian Silcott, Bob Blanton, 

Bob Hinson, Steve Leonard, Matt Gonitzke, and Brian Bird for 

being re-elected to the KSA Board. Thanks for serving! 

Aaron Maurer will be collecting travelling trophies in November. If 

you have one, contact him to arrange delivery.     

aaron9975@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/overview/2013-firc
mailto:aaron9975@gmail.com


Notes from the President 
Greetings KSA! With such a nice warm fall, we should be able to enjoy an extended flying season. Don’t be 
shy about calling towpilots if it looks like a good flying day is coming up. We can still accomplish a lot of train-
ing objectives, stay current, and have some fun this “winter”. 

The November meeting will once again be held at WSU. Brian Bird is going to lead a discussion about 
weather for soaring pilots. SSA Calendars will be available and you should be able to reserve your spot for 
the KSA Banquet. 

Speaking of weather, I notice that the NOAA is predicting above average temperatures and below average 
precipitation for us for the next 90 days. I can only hope this trend continues!  

The Annual KSA Awards Banquet will be moving back to the Cosmosphere this year! The date is January 
14th at 6:00 pm. If you can’t get your seat reserved at the November or December meetings, contact KSA 

Treasurer Brian Silcott, brian.silcott@gmail.com .  

I look forward to seeing you at Sunflower! 

Tony 

Call for SSF Directors 

The Sunflower Soaring Foundation is a 501c3 organization formed in 2013 to operate the Sunflower 
gliderport, promote the sport of soaring, and administer the Bill Seed Soaring Scholarship.  The foundation is 
governed by a board of directors that serve a 1 year term.  Anyone who has been a member of KSA and/or 
WSA  for 2 years is eligible to serve as a director of the foundation. 

Currently the foundation is looking to fill the 8 director positions for 2017.  The directors meet approximately 6
-8 times during the year to conduct SSF business.  This includes the work days, the scholarship, facilities 
maintenance, demolition of the tower building, and various other projects. 

If you are interested in serving, please contact Andrew Peters or Mike Davis no later than Wednesday No-
vember 9.  If you need more information, just ask one of the current directors (Bob Holliday, Tony Condon, 

Jerry Boone, Andrew Peters, KC Alexander, Don Jones, Mike Davis, Matt Gonitzke).  

Fall Workday 

The fall workday is scheduled for Saturday November 5th at 9:00 am.  There are several projects planned, in-
cluding fixing doors on the tee hangar, winterizing the bathrooms, cutting down trees, etc. 

Lunch will be provided and the day will end when the work is done or by 4:00 pm. 

Rain date is scheduled for November 19th  



 

Sunflower Seeds 

October 1st: Dave Wilkus (SR) and Mike Orindgreff (CAT) flew with Mike Davis running the line and Brian 

Bird towing 

October 2nd: Dave Wilkus (SR) and Mike Orindgreff (CAT) were once again flying. Mike enjoyed about 1.5 

hrs. David Kennedy made two flights in the 2-33. Paul Sodamann towed 

October 22nd: Bob Holliday towed, Tony Condon instructed Robert Estagin and Paul Sodamann in the 2-

33. Chad Wille flew his Nimbus 3 on a few test flights. Eddie Estagin and Dave Wilkus ground crewed. 

Mike Orindgreff worked on F8 after bringing it back from California. Dave Pauly was seen. David Kennedy 

did a few flights in the 2-33. 

October 27th: Bob Holliday towed. Robert Estagin took training from Tony Condon, finishing up with his first 

solo. Congratulations! Mike Davis made a few flights and helped on the ground. Eddie Estagin also helped 

on the ground and Maggie Estagin observed. 



EAA Fly In 

Around sunrise on October 8th, Robert & Eddie Estagin, Tony Condon, and Jerry Boone gathererd at Sun-

flower. We were treated to the sight of sunrise at the glierport, not something we are used to seeing! Jerry 

prepped the 175 while the rest of us got the Grob ready. Launch was shortly after sunrise with a destination of 

Newton, KS for the EAA Fly-In. We hoped to give a few rides, promote the sport, and have a good time. 

The cross country aerotow was perfectly smooth and easy. Tony and Robert flew the Grob while Jerry 

towed and Eddie drove with some supplies for the ground portion of our “attack”. That mostly being some fly-

ers, a table, chairs, and the KSA flag. 

The event happened to take place on one of the finest flying weather days of the fall, with clear skies, reason-

able temperatures and hardly any wind. We enjoyed standard flight breakfast fare and then set up shop. Tony 

gave a friend a quick ride which drummed up interest and soon we had a steady flow of paying passengers 

while Eddie worked the booth. We had been joined by Jimmy Prouty who along with Robert did ground 

crew duties. When Jerry wasn’t towing he would work the crowd from the Public Address booth, telling them 

about the sport of soaring and the club. 

We gave several rides then broke for lunch, resuming shortly after. All in all we had 7 paying rides. A special 

treat was that longtime KSA member John Peters was in attendance for the fly in and had never flown the 

Grob. He and Tony enjoyed a nice soaring flight after lunch while waiting for the next passenger to get ready. 

Tony claimed an unofficial win in the Spot Landing Contest. Since he did not attend the mandatory pilots 

briefing he could not be an official competitor but when the line was drawn on the runway the temptation to 

land right on it was just too large. It was great fun watching the other competitors in their airplanes and gy-

rocopters and comparing techniques. 

There was quite a lot of traffic while the EAA guys flew several volleys of Young Eagle flights throughout the 

day but it wasn’t too tough to work together. I think everyone involved had a good time and there was a really 

good turnout for this large annual aviation event.  

The aerotow home was a little bumpy but not too bad. Robert got to do most of the flying back. By the time 

we got back around 5 PM the daily action at Sunflower was over. Everything was put away and we all headed 

home. 

I should mention that Bob Blanton is a major organizer of this event and we are already invited back for next 

year. It’s a great way to showcase our sport and advertise our club to the local pilot population. Hope you can 

make plans for next year! 

Sunflower sunrise - Eddie Estagin photo Checking out the Grob - Jimmy Prouty photo 
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November KSA Meeting  

We will be meeting at Jabara Hall on WSU’s campus, Room 127. Thank you to Aaron Maurer for arranging 

this for us. The room is located on the first floor of the building adjoining the main lobby. The map below 

shows where to park and where to find the building. See you there. November 12th at 6:30 PM 

 



RULES FOR KSA FLYING AWARDS, 2016 
Unless otherwise noted, the following applies to all awards: 

Awards are to be made for flights with departure points in Kansas. 

All distance and speed flights must start at an altitude of 1000 meters (3281 feet) or less AGL, except the Kowbell Klas-
sic. 

No altitude gate is required. 

Handicaps, when they are used to evaluate competing pilot accomplishments while flying different sailplanes, will be the 
current handicaps used by SSA. For sailplanes without a SSA handicap, a handicap will be established by the KSA 
Board of Directors. For the 2014 season, the SSA 2014 Handicap list, as amended/added to below, will be used (the 
2014 list is available on the SSA web page, www.ssa.org): 

Schreder HP-18  - 1.02 

When handicaps are used, an additional factor will be applied to any flight if the aircraft is carrying inflight disposable 
ballast (water) at takeoff. The additional factor will be multiplying the original handicap by .92 

Turnpoints will be photographed 

The camera does not need to be mounted. Handheld is OK. 

No specific film type or processing is required. 

Only photographs pertinent to the flight need be submitted. An uncut film strip is not required. 

Contest style turnpoint photos can be used for any turnpoint in the KSA turnpoint book. 

FAI style photos can be used for any turnpoint. 

GPS ground tracks may be submitted in lieu of photographs for any task. The track must have the date and pertinent 
times displayed on it. It is preferred that the track be submitted in the IGC format. On declared tasks, the ground track 
must show that the flight path went around the outside of the turnpoint. On pilot selected tasks, the ground track must 
show that the glider passed within ¼ mile of the turnpoint, in the location for a proper turnpoint photo. 

Speed tasks- Allowed methods for time recording: 

 Start/Finish gate (ground timed) 

 Data back photos of start/finish 

 Pilot timed task 

Wooden Wings Award 

Awarded for the longest flight in a wooden winged sailplane. The task may be free distance, or if turnpoints are to be 
used, they must be declared in advance of the flight and in the sequence to be used. The task declaration may be written 
or verbal. The turnpoints need not form a closed course. A remote finish point can be used. 

If the course is abandoned before all turnpoints are made, the flight will be scored as the distance for the achieved turn-
points, plus the distance to the next declared turnpoint, minus the distance from the landing point to the next attempted 
turnpoint, but not less than the distance to the last achieved turnpoint. 

Mamie Cup 

Awarded for the greatest distance flown from a Kansas departure. The task may be free distance, or if turnpoint are to be 
used, they must be declared in advance of the flight and in the sequence to be used. The task declaration may be written 
or verbal. The turnpoints need not form a closed course. A remote finish point can be used. 

If the course is abandoned before all turnpoints are made, the flight will be scored as the distance for the achieved turn-
points, plus the distance to the next declared turnpoint, minus the distance from the landing point to the next attempted 
turnpoint, but not less than the distance to the last achieved turnpoint. 

KSA Flying Horse (Silver) 

Awarded for the best speed achieved around a 100 KM pre-declared closed course with a maximum of two turnpoints. 

Dennis Brown Memorial 

Awarded for the best speed achieved around a 200 KM pre-declared closed course with a maximum of two turnpoints. 



KSA Flying Horse (Gold) 

Awarded for the best speed achieved around a 300 KM pre-declared closed course with a maximum of two turnpoints. 

Curt McNay Pilot of the Year 

Awarded for the best combined score in four tasks - Duration (not handicapped, but 6 hours max scored), Altitude Gain 
(not handicapped), Distance, and Speed. Distance and speed are handicapped per SSA Handicaps or the KSA amend-
ed/added handicap. Departure point for all flights must be in Kansas. Data must be taken from four flights (i.e., one 
flight per task). 

The distance task may be free distance, or if turnpoint are to be used, they must be declared in advance of the flight 
and in the sequence to be used. The task declaration may be written or verbal. The turnpoints need not form a closed 
course. A remote finish point can be used. 

If the course is abandoned before all turnpoints are made, the flight will be scored as the distance for the achieved turn-
points, plus the distance to the next declared turnpoint, minus the distance from the landing point to the next attempted 
turnpoint, but not less than the distance to the last achieved turnpoint. 

The speed task must be a closed course of at least 100 KM. However, a predeclared 200 KM (minimum) non-closed 
course may be used if you are flying a sailplane with a handicap factor of 1.36 or greater (Examples: 2-22, 1-26, 2-33, 
Swallow, etc.) In this case, a wind correction factor of 15 MPH will be subtracted from the achieved speed prior to scor-
ing. 

A score of 1000 points will be awarded the best performance in each task. Each contestant’s performance will be rati-
oed according to the best performance in the task being evaluated. The sum of each contestant’s scores will be com-
pared, the highest being the winner. 

Charles Henning Award 

The intent of this trophy is to encourage more people to fly cross country. All a person needs to compete is a sailplane, 
a databack camera or a recording GPS, a KSA turnpoint book, and a tow. 

1) The cross country task will be a Pilot Selected Task, or PST with a minimum time of 2 Hours. 

2) Speed will be determined by the time on course as indicated by the databack camera or recording GPS, or 2 Hours, 
whichever is greater. 

3) Scoring for the trophy will use the SSA handicap or the KSA amended/added handicap. 

4) There is no limit on start or finish altitude. 

5) The task can consist of any turnpoints in the KSA turnpoint book. Contest style photographs will be used. Turnpoints 
can be flown in any order. However, if a turnpoint is used more than once, two other turnpoints must be photographed 
in between. If a GPS Flight log is used for documentation, the flight log must show the glider passed within ¼ mile of 
the turnpoint, in the location for a proper turnpoint photo. 

6) The first picture for the task must include the date. Note: More than one task can be on the same roll of film. Only 
one task per flight. 

7) The second picture for the task will be the start point. This picture determines the Start Time. 

8) To finish a task, the pilot must take a picture of the finish point, or take a picture when the glider comes to a stop af-
ter landing. If a landing photo is used, the next photo on the film must show the glider and an easily recognizable land-
mark. No more than 30 minutes should elapse between the landing photo and the glider ID photo. Note: The Start Point 
and the Finish Point Must be the same point. 

9) The winner will be determined by averaging the two best tasks of the year for each pilot. The averaging will be ac-
complished by adding the two speeds and dividing by 2. 

Lead C 

Awarded to the pilot or soaring supporter who makes the most noteworthy non-achievement during the calendar year. 

Praying Mantis 

Awarded to the pilot who makes the most significant advance in his or her soaring ability during the calendar year. To 
be eligible for this award, the pilot must not yet have his or her Silver Badge at the beginning of the calendar year. 



2016 KSA AWARDS 
INFORMATION SHEET 

Pilot’s Name____________________________________     Date______________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Documentation required for all flights, per rules published in the Variometer. 

*If you had disposable ballast on board at takeoff of the Speed or Distance flight for consideration, you must put a “B” next  to your 

claimed speed or distance. This affects the handicap number used for evaluating you performance. 

“I certify that all flight claims made above were launched in Kansas and are properly documented (does not apply to “Other Signifi-

cant Accomplishments” category). 

Signed__________________________________________  

AWARD DATE 

OF FLIGHT 

SAILPLANE SPECIFICS 

  

Preying Mantis 
(Nominate Someone) 

      

  
Towing Operations 

(Nominate Someone) 
      

Club Maintenance 
(Nominate Someone) 

      

Wooden Wings      Distance Flown 

Flying Horse Silver 
(100 KM Speed Task) 

    Speed in MPH 

Flying Horse Crystal 
(200 KM Speed Task) 

    Speed in MPH 

Flying Horse Gold 
(300 KM Speed Task) 

    Speed in MPH 

Charles Henning Memorial 

Award (two flights required) 

Flight 1 Date 

  

Flight 2 Date 

Flight 1 Sailplane 

  

Flight 2 Sailplane 

Flight 1 Speed (and time) 

  

Flight 2 Speed (and time) 

  

Kansas Kowbell Klassic Landing Location   Distance 

Kansas Kowbell Klassic Kon-

solation 

Pre-declared Task (must 

have been completed to 

count!) 

  Distance 

Mamie Cup     Distance 

Pilot of the Year by Handicap 

Score 

Altitude 

Duration 

Speed* 

Distance* 

  (feet) 

(hours:minutes) 

(MPH) 

(Statute miles) 

Rex Hamilton Memorial 

Award 

    (Nominate Someone) 

Other Significant Accomplish-

ments (First Solo, First soar-

ing flight, FAI Badge Leg, 

completion of an FAI Badge, 

100th flight, 1000th tow, etc. 

      





KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

Soaring Weather 

Brian Bird 

November 12
th

 6:30 

Room 127 Jabara Hall, WSU 

 


