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KSA CALENDAR 

November 4
th
 - Fall Work Day at Sunflower 

November 11th - KSA Meeting - Landing Out - Hutchinson Community College Science Center Room 103  

Nov 26th - Dec 8th - 2nd FAI Pan-American Gliding Championships - Santa Rosa de Conlara, Argentina 

December 9th - KSA Meeting 

2018 

January 13th - 2017 KSA Banquet - Kansas Cosmosphere 

February 10th - KSA Meeting 

March 10th - KSA Meeting 

April 14
th
 - KSA Meeting 

June 9th-16th - Region 10 North at Sunflower 

Youth Scholarship Opportunities 
 
The Soaring Society of America is excited to announce two new glider flight training 
scholarships for SSA Youth and Juniors. Get the word out to your eligible members now as 
time is short. 
 
These awards will require the support of the organization fulfilling the awards as the 
allowable expenses of training will need to be invoiced to the SSA for payment. 
 
NEW! DENNIS PURDUSKI FLIGHT TRAINING SCHOLARSHIP (December 31) 
$2000 for primary training, pre-solo to solo and beyond. Details and application for are 
available at Dennis Purduski Flight Training Scholarship. 
http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=4458 

NEW! COSTELLO INSURACE FLIGHT TRAINING SCHOLARSHIP (December 31) 
$2000 for primary training, pre-solo and post-solo students pilot to solo and rating. 
Description and application form are available at Costello Insurance Primary Flight 
Training Scholarship. 
http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=4459 

The SSA Bultman Youth Flight Scholarship has a new application deadline (December 31) 
and changed application. Details and a downloadable application form are at Bultman Youth 
Scholarship. 
http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=2389 

Frank Whiteley 
Secretary, Soaring Society of America 
970-330-2050 7am-10pm MDT 

http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=4458
http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=4459
http://www.ssa.org/Youth?show=blog&id=2389
tel:(970)%20330-2050


Notes from the President 

Greetings KSA! The scheduled season has wound down and we can mark up another successful one. 

Thanks one and all to the towpilots, instructors, and line managers who chipped in to do their part for another 

great season at Sunflower. However I want to remind you that activity does not stop just because there is no 

flying scheduled! The towplanes are still insured. Towpilots and Instructors are still happy to fly. You’ll need to 

send out some emails or hit the phones, but if you see a warm day coming up, lets go gliding!  

Winter often provides some opportunities to do auto tows and I don’t see any reason why this winter will be 

different. We had a 1/2 day of auto tows a few weeks ago and everyone had a good time. I know I hope to 

spend some time this winter perfecting my launch technique in the Cirrus, in anticipation of more soaring 

flights in the spring. 

As usual, the Grob will not be available for flying this winter. That is usually because it is removed from flight 

insurance. Well, this year we have removed it from flight insurance, but we’ve also began sanding down the 

finish on the fuselage to start the process of refinishing the glider. Opportunities will abound to help with this 

work so keep an eye on the Soar-Kansas Yahoo! Group for a chance to help. The next planned work day on 

the Grob is November 11th, during the afternoon before the KSA Meeting that night. 

Speaking of the KSA Meeting, we’ve had a change of subject for the November meeting. Brian Bird will be 

talking about landing out. This should be of great interest to new and old pilots. Whether you are thinking 

about starting to go cross country next season or have a few decades under your belt, time spent considering 

landing out is time well spent. We will be meeting at the Hutchinson Community College Science Center in 

room 103. This is the building that is attached to the Cosmosphere. Park at or near the Cosmosphere and 

enter the double door at the north end of the lot. The room is the second hall on the right.  

SSA Calendars will be available at the meeting for $10 each.  

The work day was a great success. Andrew has a report later in this issue but I wanted to make sure to thank 

everyone who pitched in. As we know there is no shortage of work to do at Sunflower and it takes every 

member of the club to keep things running. 

The SSA has approved our regional sanction for a contest next summer. Dates are June 9th - 16th. Paul So-

damann has already volunteered to help run the ground crew. Many other volunteer positions will be 

needed. Think about what you might be able to contribute and we’ll talk about it at the November meeting. 

Locations and topics for the December, February, March, and April meetings are still needed. Finding a free 

place to meet is proving to become more and more difficult. If anyone has access to a good meeting place, 

preferably with some basic audio/video equipment, at a low price, please contact me. Even more important 

we need ideas for meeting topics. I challenge each member who reads this newsletter to send me one idea 

for a meeting. That should cover us for the next few years. abcondon@gmail.com 

Finally, with the banquet right around the corner, NOW is the time to submit your flights and nominations for 

trophy consideration. The rules are in this newsletter and have been in the past several. I encourage you to 

submit as many flights as you can for as many trophies as you can. Many pilots in the past have been sur-

prised to find out they flew much better than they thought. IGC files for flights can be submitted here: http://

www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx. Nominations for the Maintenance, Tow Operations, Governors, and 

Praying Mantis trophies can be emailed to ksatrophies@gmail.com. Thank you for your prompt response!  

Along the same lines, if you have a KSA travelling trophy, plan to bring it to the November or  December 

meeting.  

See you at Sunflower! 

 

Tony 

http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx
http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx


Sunflower Seeds 

October 14
th
: No flying. Tony Condon, Kevin Ganoung, Mike Warbington, Mike Logback, Steve Damon, 

and Steve Leonard all were present during the afternoon. Many more arrived in the evening for the KSA 

meeting, including Bob Leonard, Mitch Hudson, Brian Bird, Matt Gonitzke, and Jerry Boone. I’m sure 

there were more that I cannot remember. 

October 15th: Flying started in the morning with Auto towing. Mike Logback did most of the driving, using the 

pulley method with new pulleys he manufactured from a trailer wheel and spindle. Alex Hunt completed his 

flight review in the 2-33. Kirk Bittner, Tim Double, and Brittany Orr helped out on the ground. Mike 

Warbington flew in and observed along with Kevin and J Riedl. Steve Leonard was also seen. Harry 

Clayton and Sue Erlenwein ran wings. Matt Gonitzke flew a few tows, giving a friend a ride. Dave Pau-

ly and Tony launched in his Pipistrel to complete his flight review. The rest of the operation switched 

to aerotow with Mike Logback towing and Brian Bird instructing. David Kennedy completed his flight review 

and Steve Damon had a few lessons. J Riedl flew a few flights and got solo again!  

October 22nd: Bob Hinson towed. Dave Wilkus (SR) and Paul Sodamann  (Betty Boop) flew. Mike Logback 

was present. Tony Condon instructed, doing flights with Cooper Dube and Mike Warbington. Keith Smith ran 

wings. David Kennedy flew the 2-33. 

October 24th: Tony Condon (K) attempted a downwind dash. Jerry Boone provided auto tow service. 

KC Alexander chased. Successful launch at 11:30 AM but early landing at Pawnee, OK for 120 miles. 

October 29th: Steve Leonard ran the line. Mike Logback towed for the final day of scheduled opera-

tions. Brian Bird gave friend Joe Hill a ride in the Grob. Bob Holliday flew in in his 182 and gave a friend a ride 

in the Grob. Tony Condon then gave Steve Damon’s son a ride in the Grob. Mike Orindgreff assembled F8 

and had a couple hour flight. KC Alexander and John Wells disassembled KJ for the winter. Becky Cole ob-

served. Keith Smith (Tinkerbell) and Paul Sodamann (BB) both took two flights. Brian Bird gave Steve Damon 

KSA Election Results 

Congratulations to Tim Double and Mike Logback for being elected 

as KSA Directors for 2018-2019! 

Work Day Report 

Well, it was damp, but not raining. We had several people brave the cold and come out to get some work 

done. 

Burned the tree piles, moved the Silver 2-33 into Hangar 1, and got all the doors rolling easy on the tee hang-

ar! We shared some pizza, scraped some cracks, and dreamed about the future. 

Thanks Jerry Boone, Kevin and J Riedl, Cooper Dube, Matt Gonitzke, Bob Holliday, Michael Groszek, 

Jerry Martin, and KC Alexander 

The restrooms are still operational, we will keep them open while the Grob work continues.  

 

Happy Landings, 

 

Andrew Peters  



KSA at EAA Jabara Fly-In  Oct 22 2017 

By Bob Hinson 

I left NW Wichita before dawn with low clouds knowing things would get better (I do believe in the weather-

man).  Around Haven I could see the stars and Bob Holliday (Grob pilot for the day)  had already called on his 

cell to say he was on his way as well.  Going to be a nice day !  After getting things in order (found the new 

tow rope to use Yea) we launched about 30 min after dawn.  

It had poured rain the night before (can’t believe I didn’t remember my boots to get the Grob out of the hangar 

pond) so took off to the North and made a circle back over Sunflower to make sure everything was ok (did not 

want the Grob to have to land in mud).  Headed East and called Wichita Approach to let them know what we 

were up too.  Checked the Jabara weather before takeoff and they had clear skies just like Sunflower so I 

was very surprised to see a cloud bank between us and Jabara.   Good news was it ended just a couple of 

miles north so not much of a go around and Wichita Approach did a great job of steering everyone around us 

until we reached Jabara and we were told lots of traffic in the area.   

Change frequencies and Holliday released and both of us landed without issues.  EAA was parking planes in 

the grass and I followed suite and they gave me a special spot so I could exit easy.  Problem was it was very 

soft from the rain and the 175 sank and I mean sank.  Good news Matt Boone and his Cadet friends were 

there and we were able to pull it out by hand  and we staged on a taxiway 1000 ft from the north end of the 

runway.   Matt Gonitzke and Paul Sodamann worked the sign up table in the hangar while Kevin and J Riedl, 

Steve Damon, and Robert Estagin ran the line getting the Grob on and off the runway and getting  

passengers seated and belted in.   

Bob Holliday did a great job of giving the flights and all passengers came back with great smiles.  

Even with all the come and go traffic we had a safe day with all the pilots in the area announcing their loca-

tions and intentions early which helped a lot.  A total of 9 rides were given and a couple of good prospects on 

new members.  While returning to the airport after releasing Holliday one of the incoming planes asked if we 

were still giving rides.  The father daughter pair showed up and she definitely has an interest in flying so it 

was beneficial to have Robert there to explain things.   

The father asked about being a tow pilot so hopefully we can get both of them involved.  The trip home we 

again used Wichita Approach and they cleared a nice path for us.  However, if you get a call from an anxious 

controller telling you that your glider needs to talk to you it isn’t a good thing (we were in some rough air and 

the line was going slack).  A little chat with the glider pilot and problem solved.  Another great day to fly KSA ! 

Paul Wants Photos 

I have received several nice photos of KSA members in or around their gliders.  However, I would like to re-
ceive as many members photos or videos either flying or around a/your glider as possible.  I am trying to put 
together a video for the banquet in January.  

sodie6390@gmail.com 



Great Plains Vintage Rally 2017 
By Matt Gonitzke 

Another year, and another wonderful Great Plains Vintage Meet has come and gone. This year’s meet was 
held at the Wichita Gliderport from September 21-24th.  In what has become a tradition, the locals and early 
out-of-town arrivals met to socialize over barbeque and homebrewed beer at Matt Gonitzke’s house, prepared 
with help from his parents, Dave and Joanie, on Thursday night.  

On Friday morning, Neal Pfeiffer and Dave Oschner started working to fix the Cushman truckster at the air-
field so that it could be used to move gliders around. Dave’s help was key to getting it repaired. The weather 
included a high temperature of around 85 degrees, decent soaring, and a strong south wind. Flying on Friday 
were Mike Logback (Phoebus), Chad Wille and John Hardy (Bergfalke), Tony Condon (Standard Cirrus), and 
Matt Gonitzke (Austria SH1). At the conclusion of the day’s flying, Harry Clayton and Sue Erlenwein 
grilled up some wonderful venison sausages and burgers. Scott Williams and his girlfriend, Stacy, brought up 
a Phoebus C project that would soon become part of the Steve Leonard collection.  

Saturday morning began with four excellent presentations. Tony Condon discussed the conditions required 
for a long ‘downwind dash’ flight. Then he shared stories and photos from several of the downwind flights he 
has flown in his Standard Cirrus. Neal Pfeiffer gave a very informative presentation on the evolution of sail-
plane design and performance over the years, with particular emphasis on the vintage and classic designs.  
Simine Short presented news clippings and short video clips detailing the first glider aerotows performed by 
Glenn Curtiss in the early 1920s. Dave Oschner concluded with a presentation on winches for ground launch-
ing. He shared videos, pictures, and information about glider winches, for which he provided engines.   

The winds lessened Saturday, making for even better soaring than the previous day. VSA pilots and gliders 
flying included Tony Condon (Standard Cirrus), Dartanyan Ingram (Marske Pioneer flying wing), Chad Wille 
(Sagitta), Matt Gonitzke (Austria SH1),  John Hardy and Jim Short (Bergfalke), Jerry Boone (Zuni), Neal 
Pfeiffer (Ka2b), Mike Logback (Phoebus), and  Brian Bird (Libelle). Partway through the day, a game of 
‘musical gliders’ occurred; Jim Short flew Mike’s Phoebus,  John Hardy flew Chad’s Sagitta, and various rides 
and orientation flights were flown in the local 2-33 and Grob 103. The south wind produced great cloud 
streets, and several pilots experienced lift up to around 7000’ MSL . Tony Condon decided to go downwind 
and flew to LeMars, Iowa (a distance of nearly 600 km), with his wife Leah chasing him with his trailer. Chad 
and Matt both achieved a Silver Altitude gain.  

On Sunday, a few local pilots enjoyed the brief period of soaring before overcast and overdevelopment 
moved in. Everyone helped with the derigging in preparation for the drives home.  We all began counting 
down the days until we meet again next year! 

Bob Holliday and Jerry Boone sanding on the Grob 



RULES FOR KSA FLYING AWARDS, 2017 
Unless otherwise noted, the following applies to all awards: 

For definition of bold terms, refer to the FAI Sporting Code Section 3-Gliding. 

Awards are to be made for SOARING PERFORMANCES with a START POINT in the state of Kansas. 

On distance and speed flights, the maximum LOSS OF HEIGHT allowed is 1000 meters (3281 feet) 

For sailplanes without a SSA handicap, a handicap will be established by the KSA Board of Directors.  

If disposable ballast is on board at takeoff, any handicap will be further multiplied by .92. 

Flight documentation shall be submitted in .igc format 

Task Declarations may be electronic, written, or verbal 

TURNPOINTS will be attained by entering an OBSERVATION ZONE 

Wooden Wings 

The Wooden Wings Trophy is awarded for the longest distance SOARING PERFORMANCE in a wooden winged sail-

plane. The task may be FREE DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX estab-

lishing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last 

achieved TURNPOINT. 

Mamie Cup 

The Mamie Cup is awarded for the longest distance SOARING PERFORMANCE of the year. The task may be FREE 

DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX estab-

lishing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last 

achieved TURNPOINT. 

KSA Flying Horse (Silver) 

The KSA Flying Horse Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a maxi-

mum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 100km and less than 200km. 

Dennis Brown Memorial 

The Dennis Brown Memorial Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a 

maximum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 200km and less than 300km.  

KSA Flying Horse (Gold) 

The KSA Flying Horse Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a maxi-

mum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 300km. 

 



Curt McNay Pilot of the Year 

The Curt McNay Pilot of the Year Trophy is awarded for the best combined score in four tasks - DURATION (6 hours 

maximum), GAIN OF HEIGHT, Handicapped Distance, and Handicapped Speed. Each task will be scored from a differ-

ent SOARING PERFORMANCE. 

The Distance task may be FREE DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX establish-

ing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last achieved 

TURNPOINT. 

The speed task must be a CLOSED COURSE with an OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 100 KM. However, a 3 TURN 

POINT DISTANCE of at least 200 KM may be used if you are flying a sailplane with a handicap of 1.36 or greater. In this 

case, a wind correction factor of 15 MPH will be subtracted from the achieved speed prior to scoring. 

1000 points will be awarded the best performance in each task. Each contestant’s performance will be ratioed according 

to the best performance in the task being evaluated. The sum of each contestant’s scores will be compared, the highest 

being the winner. 

Charles Henning Award 

The intent of this trophy is to encourage more people to fly cross country. 

1) The cross country task will be a CLOSED COURSE with any number of TURNPOINTS. 

2) Handicapped Speed will be determined by the DURATION or 2 Hours, whichever is greater. 

3) There is no limit on start or finish altitude. 

5) TURNPOINTS may be any TURNPOINT published in the KSA Turnpoint File or a public use airport marked on a Sec-

tional Chart. 

6) The winner will be determined by averaging the two best tasks of the year for each pilot. The averaging will be accom-

plished by adding the two speeds and dividing by 2. 

Lead C 

Awarded to the pilot or soaring supporter who makes the most noteworthy non-achievement during the calendar year. 

Praying Mantis 

The Praying Mantis is awarded to the pilot who makes the most significant advance in his or her soaring ability during the 

calendar year. To be eligible for this award, the pilot must not yet have his or her Silver Badge at the beginning of the 

calendar year. The Praying Mantis selection committee consists of the KSA President, WSA President, Variometer Edi-

tor, WSA Chief Instructor, and the SSA State Governor for Kansas. 

 

Towing Operations 
The Towing Operations trophy is awarded to the person making the most significant contribution to the operation of the 

KSA Towplanes for the year. 

Maintenance Trophy 

The Maintenance Trophy is awarded to the person making the greatest contribution via maintaining equipment related to 

soaring flight during the year. 

Submit flights at  

http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx 

http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx
















































KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

November 11
th

 6:00 PM 

Hutchinson Community College 

Science Center Room 103 

Adjacent to Cosmosphere 

Brian Bird - Landing Out 

SSA Calendars - $10 


