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Notes from the President 

Greetings KSA. We are starting to transition to the “off” season. This month we have KSA Elections. You’ll find 

a ballot inside this newsletter. Bring it to the meeting on Saturday or email your vote to Tim Double. See Ballot 

for his email address. 

Speaking of Meeting...I was hoping to have the meeting at Sunflower this month but the weather forecast 

seems to have other ideas. Let’s meet at my house. 911 N Gilman in Wichita. We’ll have our elections, and 

look over the progress on the Grob. Maybe even get a little work done on it. See you Saturday! 

We still have students who are looking to complete training requirements, work towards checkride, finish up 

their Bronze Badge, and get checkouts in new gliders. The season ain’t dead yet! 

October 20th weekend, Brian Bird is organizing a soaring outing to Atwood, KS. He’s going to be taking the Ag 

Wagon back out there and provide tows. I know a few of us are already planning on going, but if you want to 

join in, let Brian or I know. 

I hope that everyone got a chance to answer the Soaring Survey that was sent out. KSA, WSA, and SSF val-

ue the input provided and look forward to using that data to keep improving operations at Sunflower.  

Tony 



KSA Calendar 

2018 

October 13th - KSA Meeting - Sunflower - Elections 

October 20th - 21st - Soaring Safari to Atwood 

November 3rd - Fall Work Day at Sunflower 

November 10th - KSA Meeting 

November 10th - Fall Work Day rain date 

December 8th - KSA Meeting 

2019 

January 12th - KSA Banquet 

January 19th-20th - Soaring Safety Foundation Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic - Houston 

February 9th - KSA Meeting 

February 9th - NWS Aviation Weather Symposium - Wichita 

March 9th - KSA Meeting 

June 2nd - 13th - Club Class Nationals - Sunflower 

July 1st - 5th - Women’s Soaring Seminar - St. Louis 

July 20th - Kansas Kowbell Klassic 

Call for Papers 

 
LOW SPEED & MOTORLESS FLIGHT  
AIAA / OSTIV Call for Papers for  
AIAA Aviation (Conference in Dallas, TX June 2019) 

Special session on "Low Speed and Motorless Flight" i.e. sailplanes and related topics. 

Sessions described here: https://aviation.aiaa.org/APA2019/ 

Abstracts are due Nov. 7. 

Questions Contact:  
Judah Milgram, milgram@cgpp.com or Rolf Radespiel (OSTIV), r.radespiel@tu-bs.de 

========== 

Low Speed and Motorless Flight 
This session explores research topics relevant to sailplanes and other highly efficient low-speed aircraft such as 
solar- and human-powered airplanes. Papers are solicited that address low-drag aerodynamics; design optimiza-
tion; flight mechanics, dynamic soaring and trajectory optimization for efficient use of the atmosphere; variable ge-
ometry concepts; structural optimization, and aeroelasticity of high aspect ratio wings. Both analysis and experi-
ment are of interest, as are topics involving the interaction of multiple disciplines. The session will be organized 
cooperatively by the Applied Aerodynamics TC and OSTIV (Organisation Scientifique et Technique Internationale 
du Vol `a Voile -- the International Scientific and Technical Soaring 
Organization). 

https://aviation.aiaa.org/APA2019/
http://milgramatcgpp.com/


The Glider Pilots Ground School is back on the road to Denver, Colorado 

DENVER -SATURDAY 13 October, 2018 
For Private, Commercial, and CFI Glider FAA exam preparation. 

Signature Flight Support 

Conference Room 

 

BJC - Rocky Mountain Metro, (JEFFCO) 

11705 Airport Way, Broomfield, CO 80021 

 

Register with  

Dave Seymour  

gpgsmail@gmail.com  

303-908-3147 

                                                                                                              

 

Private pilot Glider- $180, Commercial or CFI -$200. All books and study material are included in the price. 

Private class 8AM-4:30 PM, COM/CFI class 8AM-6PM 

 

Glider Pilots Ground School, established in 1972, and presented for 25 years by Glider Hall of Fame recipient 
Edgar D. Seymour, has prepared more than 2600 glider pilots for the FAA Glider Knowledge exams. GPGS 
prepares pilots for the Private, Commercial, and CFI Knowledge and Oral exams in a one day, 8-hour seminar. 
Their new PowerPoint presentation makes learning fast and easy, and their students have an impressive pass 
rate for the written exams of better than 99%. The GPGS seminar includes all the information needed to pass 
the written exam presented in one day. A GPGS text book is included. You will be ready to take the FAA exam 
24 hours after the course. Some pilots take it the next day. The course covers Federal Air Regulations - Aero-
dynamics and Glider Operations - Airman's Information Manual-Airport Directory - Instruments and Systems - 
Weather-Weather Services - Weight and Balance - Performance - Cross Country Flight Planning - Sectional 
Chart and Navigation -Radio Navigation - Aeromedical Factors- Decision making - Practice questions and cor-
rect responses- and much more. The GPGS books are available for pre-study and for those unable to attend 
class. They include all the information and all the FAA question banks tailored exclusively for Glider Pilots. 
The three separate books are available from GPGS at 1-877-FLY-GPGS, online at gliderpilotsground-
school.com as well as from many FBO’s and clubs. The course books are great for preparation for the FAA 
Oral exams, and GPGS carries many products of interest to glider pilots of all experience levels. See the GPGS 
web site for more information: www.gliderpilotsgroundschool.com.               303-908-3147       

 

Family plan-50% off additional family members attending the same seminar date. 

 New FAA Questions – Private – June 2018, COM – August 2018, 2014, CFI - July 2018.       

http://www.gliderpilotsgroundschool.com


Aero-tow failure 

By Brian Bird 

Here’s a quick question. Is it OK to use the larger ring of a Tost connector on one of the Schweizer sail-

planes? That question was asked of me at Sunflower the other day as I was climbing in the back seat of the 2

-33 for our first instructional flight of the day. Well…, you’re really not supposed to do that, although I know a 

lot of people do and seem to get away with it, but sometimes they have been known to jam. We (my student, 

the tow pilot, and myself) then briefly discussed release failure procedures and signals. This discussion 

turned out to be somewhat prophetic as 5 minutes later we found ourselves at 2000’ with a tow release that 

was hopelessly jammed. In our discussion 5 minutes earlier I had recounted how I had once had a release 

failure in a 1-26 and was able to clear it by putting some slack in the tow-line. We tried this several times with 

no success. So, we moved out to the side and rocked the wings, signaling to our tow pilot, Michael Groszek, 

of our plight. Michael did not immediately release his end of the rope which I think was a good thing (more on 

that later). After about the third time that we signaled, Michael released the rope. By this time we were well 

over 2500’ on what was supposed to be a 2000’ tow. I don’t recall now if we ever tried releasing the rope 

again after Michael cut us loose, but I did try to look out the back window and even tried slipping the glider to 

get a better view of the rope. I was never able to see the rope, so we had no choice but to assume it was still 

there and made a higher than usual approach. As it turned out the rope was still attached when we landed 

and the release mechanism seemed to operate normally. A proper adapter was located in the “War Wagon" 

and we continued the day’s towing operations with the appropriate adapter. 

I think there are several lessons learned here. First of all, in answer to my question above is: NO, it is not OK 

to just use the larger ring of the Tost connector. So, why did we? Well, I didn’t realize that there are several 

Schweizer adapters laying in the War Wagon, if I had known that I would have grabbed one. I thought we had 

only one or two adapters which were probably attached to the other end of a tow rope and rolled onto one of 

spools. I didn’t relish the idea of unwinding each of the ropes trying to find the adapter. So, I decided to just 

go with what we had and try to be very careful about how we connected the rope. I never bothered to look 

which obviously I should have done, but as I said, I was literally strapping into the back seat at the time. An-

other lesson there, don’t get in a hurry to fly. 

The third lesson here is in how we handled the release failure. We did make the appropriate signal; however, 

we moved to the right side of the tow plane before rocking the wings. it would have been much easier for Mi-

chael to see and properly recognize our signal had we moved out to the left side. I am pretty sure that 

many of the early soaring textbooks show a glider making a “cannot release” signal while positioned to the 

right side of the tow plane. The lesson here is move to the left not the right to signal the tow pilot, in spite of 

what the little picture in the “Joy of Soaring” shows. 

My last comment is in how Michael handled his end of this scenario. I think it is very commendable that Mi-
chael did not just pull the release immediately at the first hint that something was amiss. At one point 
during this whole fiasco it occurred to me that while we are dealing with a sure enough emergency, we are 
not dealing with a time-critical emergency. In such cases, there is no need for either pilot to do anything too 
quickly. We had time to sort things out and be sure of the situation. I think I might have even mentioned to my 
student that we could fly around back here all day long, sooner or later he’ll figure it out and release us.  After 
we got on the ground Michael said: “I didn’t know if you were trying to tell me that you couldn’t release or if 
you were just doing a really shitty job of boxing the wake.” I think his decision not to release his end of the 
rope until he was sure that we were unable to release was absolutely correct. I don’t know if this was inten-
tional on Michael’s part, but he flew us to a point where we were just a little ways upwind of the runway 
before pulling the release. I think we were just north of Red Rock road with a north wind. We were definitely 
downwind of highway K-96. Since the rope will likely back release from the glider (although it didn’t in this 
case) the tow pilot needs to be thinking about whether or not dropping a 200’ rope is going to create a hazard 
on the ground. I would try to avoid dropping the rope over a major highway or any populated areas.  



Member Accomplishments 

Steve Damon went Solo in the 2-33 Sept 9th and 1-26 Sept 23rd 

Rob Rippy went Solo in the 2-33 Sept 9th 

Kirk Bittner passed his Commercial - Multiengine Checkride. Now Glider! 

Glider FIRC in Houston 

The Houston area is having a glider oriented FIRC (Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic) on 19-20 Jan 2019.  

 

More info and to Register  

https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/overview/2013-firc  

 

The SSF clinics are also open to any pilot, not just an  instructor, who is interested in learning more about the art of 

Soaring. This FIRC is aimed at glider instructors but everybody is encouraged to attend.  

 

Airplane Instructors (non-CFIGs)  

SSF FIRC's are open to any Flight Instructor wishing to renew their FI certificate. As of 2008, the SSF clinic can renew 

any Flight Instructor certificate (glider, airplane, rotorcraft, etc).  

On my part, we should have flown the glider over to the airport and tried to release the rope. Maybe we did, I 

really don’t recall. I do know that we landed with the rope still attached. 

All this being said, if the tow pilot is having major issues with the tow (like not being able to control the air-

plane because of what the glider is doing) he should not hesitate to release the tow rope if needed to avoid 

wrecking the plane. The important thing is to not panic and do something spontaneous and irreversible at the 

first sign of a problem. If you have time to sort things out (as we did) then take time to sort things out. 

Have fun and the next time you are flying or running the ground crew, be sure and use the appropriate adapt-
er on the tow rope. 

JS-1 Jet Auto Tow at Sunflower 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYICfyPsH1I 

https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/overview/2013-firc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vYICfyPsH1I


KSA Ballot 

Print this and bring it to the meeting on Saturday Oct. 13
th 

 

OR EMAIL YOUR VOTES TO TIM DOUBLE: tjd5185@gmail.com  

BY OCTOBER 20
th
 

 

President 

  Tony Condon 

  _______________________________ 

Secretary/Treasurer 

  Kirk Bittner 

  _______________________________ 

VP East 

  Bob Blanton   

  _______________________________ 

VP West 

  Bob Hinson 

  _______________________________ 

Towplane Manager 

  Steve Leonard 

  _______________________________ 

Director (Vote for Two) 

  Matt Gonitzke 

  Brian Bird 

  Paul Sodamann 

  ___________________________  

mailto:tjd5185@gmail.com




Sunflower Seeds 

September 2nd: David Kennedy flew the 2-33. Steve Damon took training in the 2-33 with Brian Bird. No oth-

er information provided. 

September 9th: Tim Double Towed. Paul Sodamann and Kevin Ganoung worked the line. Tony Condon 

instructed Rob Rippy, TJ Rausch, and Steve Damon. Mike Davis made two solo flights in 2-33. Some 

weak soaring encountered. Rob and Steve went solo! John Clark and Steve Leonard assisted. Robert Es-

tagin assembled his Duster and made two flights.  

September 15th: Auto tows starting early. Melanie Nichols drove while Steve Nichols took ground launch re-

fresher training with Tony Condon in the 2-33. Steve then made 3 Auto tows in his JS-1 Jet Sustainer. Brian 

bird did 3 launches in the WSA 1-26. Tony and Kirk Bittner did 1 launch in the 2-33. Ground assistance 

from Paul Sodamann, Dave Wilkus, and Robert Estagin. For the afternoon, Paul towed. Dave Wilkus ran 

wings. Jerry Boone flew the WSA Libelle. Mike Orindgreff (F8) and Bob Holliday (3D) self launched. Dave 

Pauly and John Wells inspected KJ, which Dave purchased!. Robert Estagin flew his Duster. Kirk 

Bittner flew the WSA 1-26. Brian Bird and Steve Damon made a flight in the 2-33 and then Steve went solo. 

Tony and TJ Rausch made a 1:40 flight in the 2-33. Brian Bird flew his Libelle. Kirk landed out on Red 

Rock Road (NOT Recommended!). Steve Leonard and Michael Groszek observed. 

September 16th: Brian Bird towed. Jerry Martin ran line. Tony & Leah Condon flew a few flights in the 2-

33. Robert Estagin soared the Duster, Kirk Bittner flew the WSA 1-26. Tim Double took fiancé Britt up in 

the 2-33. Tony flew the Cherokee to the Wichita Gliderport. Dave Wilkus flew SR. Good soaring to 6000 ft. 

September 22nd: Michael Groszek towed. Brian Bird instructed Steve Damon and Colten Coughlin in 

the 2-33. Steve went solo in the 1-26!  

September 23rd: No flying activity. Tony, Steve, and Jerry returned gliders from the Vintage Rally. Kevin 

Ganoung was scheduled line crew and mowed around the tower. Looks great! Thanks!  

Rob Rippy’s solo (above) and 

Steve Damon’s (right).  

Congratulations guys! 



Participating Gliders at the 2018 Great Plains Vintage Rally at the McMaster Gliderport in Wichita. Front to 

Back, Left to Right: Tony Condon’s Cherokee II, Steve Leonard’s Olympia, Chad Wille’s Sagitta, Neal 

Pfeiffer’s Ka-2b and Ka-6E, the WSA’s Libelle, Dave Oschner’s Ka-6br, Neal’s Ka-6br, and the Wichita 2-33. 

Not pictured: Mike Logback’s Phoebus. 

Matt Gonitzke hosted a Thursday night dinner for early arrivals. Some flying was done Friday after-

noon. Saturday morning seminar featured Matt (SH-1 Trailer Construction), Harry Clayton (Aircraft Fabric Sys-

tems) and John Clark (Glider NTSB reports). Soaring on Saturday was 2500 AGL, blue, but consistent enough 

that several multi-hour flights were made. Several KSA members, including Rob Rippy, Tim Double, Kirk 

Bittner, and Robert Estagin made appearances.  

Sunday featured a few sled rides and packing up to close out another enjoyable weekend. 



















































KSA Duty Schedule 2018 

 

Online Calendar  

https://www.brownbearsw.com/cal/ksa 

Saturday, October 6 Bob Holliday 

316-685-4545 

David Wilkus 

316-706-9261 

Derald Wright 

316-706-8379 

Sunday, October 7 Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

Sue Erlenwein 

316-644-4586 

Harry Clayton 

316-644-9117 

Saturday, October 13 Bob Holliday 

316-685-4545 

John Peters 

620-755-3161 

 

Sunday, October 14 Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

 Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

Saturday, October 20 Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

Leah Condon 

316-249-3535 

 

Sunday, October 21 Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

Keith Smith 

785-643-6817 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

Saturday, October 27 Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

 

Sunday, October 28 Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 



KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

October 13
th 

KSA ELECTIONS 

KSA Grob 

Tony’s House - 911 N Gilman Wichita KS 

 


