
PUBLISHED TO RECORD 

THE UPS AND DOWNS 

OF THE 

KANSAS SOARING ASSOCIATION 

Editor: Tony Condon  

Volume LVIII                   November 2018                                            Number 10 

PRESIDENT – TONY CONDON (2017-2018)           SECRETARY/TREASURER – BRIAN SILCOTT (2017-2018) 

VICE PRESIDENT EAST – BOB BLANTON (2017-2018)           VICE PRESIDENT WEST – BOB HINSON (2017-2018) 

TOW PLANE MANAGER – STEVE LEONARD (2017-2018) 

DIRECTORS:                  ANDREW PETERS (PAST PRESIDENT) 

BRIAN BIRD (2017-2018)                   MATT GONITZKE (2017-2018) 

MIKE LOGBACK (2018-2019)                             TIM DOUBLE (2018-2019) 

The Grob is once again White!! 



KSA Calendar 

November 10th - KSA Meeting 

November 10th - Fall Work Day - Sunflower 

December 8th - KSA Meeting 

December 28th - January 8th - Formula 1.0 Grand Prix - Leeton, New South Wales, Australia 

January 12th - KSA 2018 Banquet 

January 19th-20th - Soaring Safety Foundation Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic - Houston 

February 9th - KSA Meeting 

February 9th - NWS Aviation Weather Symposium - Wichita 

March 9th - KSA Meeting - Hazard Assessment and Risk Management in Soaring 

May 7th - 15th - 15 Meter Nationals - Lancaster, SC 

May 12th - 18th - 20 Meter 2 Seat Nationals - Albert Lea, MN 

May 30th - June 5th - 1-26 Championships - Moriarty, NM 

June 2nd - 13th - Club Class Nationals - Sunflower 

June 18th - 27th - 18 Meter & Open Class Nationals - Hobbs, NM 

June 22nd - July 1st - Standard & Sports Nationals - Waynesville, OH 

July 1st - 5th - Women’s Soaring Seminar - St. Louis 

July 20th - Kansas Kowbell Klassic 

August 19th - 24th - Region 10 Contest - Waller, TX 

Glider FIRC in Houston 

The Houston area is having a glider oriented FIRC (Flight Instructor Revalidation Clinic) on 19-20 Jan 2019.  

 

More info and to Register  

https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/overview/2013-firc  

 

The SSF clinics are also open to any pilot, not just an  instructor, who is interested in learning more about the art of 

Soaring. This FIRC is aimed at glider instructors but everybody is encouraged to attend.  

 

Airplane Instructors (non-CFIGs)  

SSF FIRC's are open to any Flight Instructor wishing to renew their FI certificate. As of 2008, the SSF clinic can renew 

any Flight Instructor certificate (glider, airplane, rotorcraft, etc).  

https://sites.google.com/site/soaringclubofhouston/overview/2013-firc


Member Achievements 

Robert Estagin passed his Private Pilot - Airplane Checkride. Congratulations! 

Rob Rippy passed his Private Glider Knowledge Test 

Paul Sodamann passed Commercial, Flight Instructor, and Fundamentals of Instruction Knowledge 

Tests 

Charles Pate passed his CFI-Airplane Checkride! 

Sunflower Seeds 

October 20th - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew 100km. 

October 27th - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew another 100km flight. 

October 28th - Mike Logback, Tony Condon, Rob Rippy, and Steve Damon met early to rig the 2-22. All 

went well. Mike towed while Tony instructed Rob in the 2-22, sending him solo. Steve finished up his required 

solo flights in the 1-26. Keith Smith worked on Tinkerbell, with help from his Son in Law Adam. Dave Pauly 

worked on KJ. David Kennedy took Adam up for a flight in the 2-22 later in the afternoon. Mike Orindgreff flew 

F8. 

October 29th - Bob Holliday towed the bulk of the day. Rob Rippy made solo flights in the 2-22 and 2-33. 

Brian Bird instructed Steve Damon in the 2-33, prepping for his checkride. Brian also soloed John Clark in 

the 2-33. Matt Gonitzke brought his SH-1 “6M” out, the maiden voyage for the new trailer, rigged the glider for 

the first time from the trailer, and flew for 1.8 hours! Lift never much above 2500 AGL but lots of it. Tony Con-

don flew 45 minutes in Kate the Standard Cirrus. Brian made at least one tow and then Tony took over 

towing while Rob finished up his solo flights and both Rob and John made their first flights in the 1-26! Great 

day! 

KSA Election Results 

Results of the Election for 2019-2020 Officers is as follows: 

President - Tony Condon 

Secretary/Treasurer - Kirk Bittner 

Vice President - East - Bob Blanton 

Vice President - West - Bob Hinson 

Towplane Manager - Steve Leonard 

Directors - Brian Bird & Matt Gonitzke 



SSA CFI-G Incentive Scholarships 

The SSA is pleased to announce a new scholarship program for CFI-Gs. This program was kick-started 
by an initial generous donation from John Weber and others. The goal is to generate more CFI-Gs at 
clubs, which will then help foster club growth.  

The basic elements of the program: 

 SSA will offer 13 scholarships for $1500 each to be used to offset applicant’s expenses in becoming 
a CFI-G. 

 The scholarship can be applied toward an initial CFI-G certificate, or an add-on glider rating to an ex-
isting CFI certificate, or the re-certification of a lapsed CFI-G certificate. 

 The CFI-G certificate/rating must be completed within 18 months of when the applicant is notified of 
the scholarship award. 

 The applicant must be an SSA member and an active member of an SSA Chapter. 

 The name of the applicant must be submitted by an SSA Chapter president or chief instructor, along 
with a letter of recommendation. 

 One applicant per Chapter. 

 The applicant will provide a brief soaring biography and explanation of what their motivation and 
goals are in becoming an instructor for their club. 

 The Chapter must provide an additional $500 funding to the applicant. This could be in the form of 
waived club expenses associated with the CFI-G training, and can be paid out by the club whenever 
the club chooses. 

 SSA scholarship funds will be paid to the new CFI-G upon completion of the CFI-G certificate/rating 
and receipt of documentation from the Chapter confirming the Chapter’s $500 contribution. 

 Scholarship recipients will be selected by a small SSA committee created for this purpose and will be 
awarded to applicants who appear to be a good fit on a first come basis until all 13 scholarships are 
committed. 

 Scholarship applications may be submitted to the SSA office beginning January1, 2019. 
  

Chapters are encouraged to submit applicants who are likely to become active instructors at your 
club. The ultimate goal is to grow the sport through stronger clubs and better flight instruction/training 
programs. The scholarships are intended to encourage the development of new club flight instructors. 
Clubs should select applicants considering their likely effectiveness as teachers/instructors. It is 
hoped that this program will provide an incentive to individuals who might otherwise not begin their 
CFI-G training, or are unlikely to complete their current CFI-G training, for financial reasons. It is also 
hoped that this program will provide an incentive to clubs to encourage their members to become 
flight instructors. 

  

Ken Sorenson, SSA Chairman of the Board 



Barnstorming in Atwood 

 

Back in the late 70’s a group of pi-

lots around Atwood in northwestern 

Kansas purchased a 2-33 and af-

fixed a tow hitch to the back of a 

Cessna 182. For several years, 

they flew the 2-33 with a few guys 

getting their Glider rating, but from 

what I can tell, nobody ever really 

made any attempt to do much soar-

ing. I’m not really sure they even 

knew that one could do such a 

thing. They eventually got bored 

with gliding, sold the 2-33 and went 

on to other things. 

For the past ten summers or so, I 

have been working for Gary Worthy 

who runs Sunflower Aero in At-

wood. Gary was one of the pilots that 

instructed in the 2-33 back in the day. When I told him about my soaring experiences he was initially uninter-

ested as he remembered soaring as kind of boring. But as I talked it up some more, and especially how great 

the soaring potential is in Atwood in late summer, he took more interest. Gary is the kind of guy who loves 

aviation in any form and particularly likes having aviation people around. This year he offered to install a tow 

hitch on the Ag Wagon in the hopes that I could convince some of my soaring buddies to come out there and 

fly. Ed Neidert helped me fabricate a bracket. We then acquired a tow hitch assembly from K&L Soaring and 

with help from Mitch Hudson, we had a signed off and perfectly legal tow hitch installed on the Ag-Wagon. 

Tony brought his Cirrus out in July to test it out, and he came out one other time to fly. 

The soaring weather in Atwood was not great either day, but the sight of Tony’s beautiful Cirrus soaring 

over Atwood did generate a great deal of interest. We even made the front page of the local paper. Mean-

while, Gary was promising everyone in town that he was going to get a bunch of gliders out here for a meet of 

some sort and maybe even a two-seater to give rides. If you know anything about small towns in rural Kan-

sas, you know it doesn’t take much to generate a lot of excitement. And the locals are always looking for 

some way to get people to come to their town. Due to conflicts with other activities that KSA/WSA were com-

mitted to as well as things going on in Atwood, the earliest we could arrange anything was the weekend of 

October 20/21. Soaring is pretty much dried up by then and I knew it would be a stretch to get many private 

ships out there, but I figured we could get a two-place out there and give rides. We had hoped to take the 

Grob out there with its new paint job. Also, since it was already disassembled, that would make things a bit 

less complicated. However, the Grob was not ready by Mid-October and, in what turned out to be a fortuitous 

turn of events, we ended up taking the 2-22 instead. Thanks to help from John Clark and his friend, Derald 

Wright, Mike Warbington, and Jerry Martin, we were able to get the 2-22 disassembled and on the trailer 

Thursday evening before the event. On Friday, Tony and Leah picked up the 2-22 and trailered it out while I 

flew the Ag-wagon to Atwood. We assembled the ship Saturday morning and launched our first customer at 

11:00 AM. I made a point to tow the glider right over town just to let everyone know we were there. By the 

third tow, I realized that this was no longer necessary. There were numerous vehicles parked on the tarmac 

and at one point I counted about thirty people standing around. There was no lift to speak of, so it was just up 

and back down. In the 2-22, Tony was landing shortly after me, his passengers would be swapping out as I 

was back taxiing from my landing. 

Front Page of the Atwood/Rawlins County Square Deal October 18, 2018 



On Saturday, we flew until sundown, giving 25 rides. Gary treated us to a great supper at the local restaurant. 

We had to turn quite a few people away on Saturday, so we tried to get an early start on Sunday. The first tow 

was about 9:20 AM. Once again, we had a good crowd there at the airport on Sunday. We told everyone that 

we had to shut down no later than 1:00 PM since we still had to disassemble and trailer the glider, plus drive 

5 hours back to Wichita. By our last tow on Sunday (just a bit past 1:00) we had given 40 rides total for the 

weekend. I think there were several people who didn’t get a chance to ride and many more who said they 

would have taken 2 or 3 more rides if they could. Once again, we got our picture on the front page of the local 

newspaper and I understand people have been asking Gary when he was going to bring the glider guys back. 

I should mention that Gary very generously donated the use of the towplane. We were not charged for the 

tows and he wouldn’t even take any money for fuel. So, in addition to introducing our sport to a soaring de-

prived community, we were also able to make a few bucks for the club. Also worth noting is that there is now 

a towplane available in western Kansas for anyone who would like to sample the soaring out there next sum-

mer. I can assure you that Gary will be very accommodating, as I mentioned, he loves to see people come 

out to the airport and fly. 

Tony had told me a while back that he was re-reading the book “The Spirit of St. Louis” by Charles Lind-
bergh. In the book he mentions how he got his start barnstorming in Kansas. In fact, the first town he barn-
stormed was a place called Bird City which is just a few miles west of Atwood in the next county. I thought 
about that as I saw the growing crowd on the tarmac Saturday afternoon. Flying over town to attract attention, 
Leah collecting twenty dollar bills and strapping the passengers in their seat. Yep, this is barnstorm-
ing in 2018 with a 2-22 no less. 

Happy Passengers!  

Photos via Gary & Kevin Worthy 



Leaving Sunflower Friday 

Rigged Saturday Morning 

Tied down Saturday Night 

Headed Home Sunday 



2019 Club Class Nationals Entry List 

 

Name     Glider    ID  Ranking 

Wally Berry    ASW-20    WB  88.81 

Glenn Betzoldt   Discus 2a   W  92.00 

Andy Brayer    ASW-20C   ND  100.00 

Mike Brooks    Genesis    XL5  86.90 

Walt Cannon    Discus 2b   NT  85.75 

Tony Condon   Std. Cirrus   K  95.32 

Jacob Fairbairn   Std. Libelle    37  62.66 

Sylvia Grandstaff   Discus 2aW   XP  86.20 

Mitch Hudson   Discus b    AAA 85.71 

Nick Kennedy   LS-3A    T  91.69 

Tom McKnight   SZD-55    67  55.97 

J.T. McMaster   ?     ?  77.15 

Ron Rose    ASH-26E   S  65.59 

Todd Rutledge   LS-4A    1D  92.00 

Tony Smolder   LS-8    TS1  94.20 

Bill Snead    LS-8    IA  89.93 

Danny Sorenson   Discus 2aW   DS  99.67 

Mike Westbrook   Discus 2b   MW  100.00 

Boyd Willat    Discus a    JL  98.16 

Collin Mead    ASW-19    CM  93.30 

 

























RULES FOR KSA FLYING AWARDS, 2018 
Unless otherwise noted, the following applies to all awards: 

For definition of bold terms, refer to the FAI Sporting Code Section 3-Gliding. 

Awards are to be made for SOARING PERFORMANCES with a START POINT in the state of Kansas. 

On distance and speed flights, the maximum LOSS OF HEIGHT allowed is 1000 meters (3281 feet) 

For sailplanes without a SSA handicap, a handicap will be established by the KSA Board of Directors.  

If disposable ballast is on board at takeoff, any handicap will be further multiplied by .92. 

Flight documentation shall be submitted in .igc format 

Task Declarations may be electronic, written, or verbal 

TURNPOINTS will be attained by entering an OBSERVATION ZONE 

Wooden Wings 

The Wooden Wings Trophy is awarded for the longest distance SOARING PERFORMANCE in a wooden winged sail-

plane. The task may be FREE DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX estab-

lishing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last 

achieved TURNPOINT. 

Mamie Cup 

The Mamie Cup is awarded for the longest distance SOARING PERFORMANCE of the year. The task may be FREE 

DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX estab-

lishing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last 

achieved TURNPOINT. 

KSA Flying Horse (Silver) 

The KSA Flying Horse Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a maxi-

mum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 100km and less than 200km. 

Dennis Brown Memorial 

The Dennis Brown Memorial Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a 

maximum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 200km and less than 300km.  

KSA Flying Horse (Gold) 

The KSA Flying Horse Trophy is awarded for the highest speed achieved around a CLOSED COURSE with a maxi-

mum of two declared TURNPOINTS and OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 300km. 

 



Curt McNay Pilot of the Year 

The Curt McNay Pilot of the Year Trophy is awarded for the best combined score in four tasks - DURATION (6 hours 

maximum), GAIN OF HEIGHT, Handicapped Distance, and Handicapped Speed. Each task will be scored from a differ-

ent SOARING PERFORMANCE. 

The Distance task may be FREE DISTANCE or 3 TURN POINT DISTANCE.  

If the COURSE is abandoned before all TURNPOINTS are achieved, the flight will be scored as the distance for the 

achieved TURNPOINTS, plus the distance to the next declared TURNPOINT, minus the distance from the FIX establish-

ing a landing or starting of a MoP to the next attempted TURNPOINT, but not less than the distance to the last achieved 

TURNPOINT. 

The speed task must be a CLOSED COURSE with an OFFICIAL DISTANCE of at least 100 KM. However, a 3 TURN 

POINT DISTANCE of at least 200 KM may be used if you are flying a sailplane with a handicap of 1.36 or greater. In this 

case, a wind correction factor of 15 MPH will be subtracted from the achieved speed prior to scoring. 

1000 points will be awarded the best performance in each task. Each contestant’s performance will be ratioed according 

to the best performance in the task being evaluated. The sum of each contestant’s scores will be compared, the highest 

being the winner. 

Charles Henning Award 

The intent of this trophy is to encourage more people to fly cross country. 

1) The cross country task will be a CLOSED COURSE with any number of TURNPOINTS. 

2) Handicapped Speed will be determined by the DURATION or 2 Hours, whichever is greater. 

3) There is no limit on start or finish altitude. 

5) TURNPOINTS may be any TURNPOINT published in the KSA Turnpoint File or a public use airport marked on a Sec-

tional Chart. 

6) The winner will be determined by averaging the two best tasks of the year for each pilot. The averaging will be accom-

plished by adding the two speeds and dividing by 2. 

Lead C 

Awarded to the pilot or soaring supporter who makes the most noteworthy non-achievement during the calendar year. 

Praying Mantis 

The Praying Mantis is awarded to the pilot who makes the most significant advance in his or her soaring ability during the 

calendar year. To be eligible for this award, the pilot must not yet have his or her Silver Badge at the beginning of the 

calendar year. The Praying Mantis selection committee consists of the KSA President, WSA President, Variometer Edi-

tor, WSA Chief Instructor, and the SSA State Governor for Kansas. 

 

Towing Operations 
The Towing Operations trophy is awarded to the person making the most significant contribution to the operation of the 

KSA Towplanes for the year. 

Maintenance Trophy 

The Maintenance Trophy is awarded to the person making the greatest contribution via maintaining equipment related to 

soaring flight during the year. 

Submit flights at  

http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx 

http://www.soarkansas.org/soar/scoring.aspx


KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

KSA & SSF Update 

Building a Sailplane Trailer - Matt Gonitzke 

Hutchinson Community College 

Science Center Room 103 

Adjacent to Cosmosphere 

November 10
th 

SSA Calendars - $10 

 


