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Aerial view of Operations Building construction, via Matt Gonitzke.  



KSA Calendar 

April 6th - Spring Work Day - Sunflower 

April 13th - Opening Day - Sunflower 

May 7th - 15th - 15 Meter Nationals - Lancaster, SC 

May 12th - 18th - 20 Meter 2 Seat Nationals - Albert Lea, MN 

May 30th - June 5th - 1-26 Championships - Moriarty, NM 

June 2nd - 13th - Club Class Nationals - Sunflower 

June 18th - 27th - 18 Meter & Open Class Nationals - Hobbs, NM 

June 22nd - July 1st - Standard & Sports Nationals - Waynesville, OH 

July 1st - 5th - Women’s Soaring Seminar - St. Louis 

July 20th - Kansas Kowbell Klassic - Sunflower 

August 19th - 24th - Region 10 Contest - Waller, TX 

Spring Work Day April 6
th
 10 AM 

 

Fill cracks in Runway 

Clean up hangar 

Inspect and photograph Woodstock project for sale. 

Wash towplanes 

Make towropes 

Check out base station radio 

Inspect operations Building progress. 

 

?????? 



Notes from the President 

Greetings KSA! It has been a long but busy winter. I had a great time flying the Formula 1.0 Grand Prix in 

Australia but between that and the holidays I fell behind on newsletter editing. Then being behind just kept 

getting me further behind. Work got busy. Excuse excuses, so here is the first issue of the year. I intend to 

stay ahead of the ball for the rest of the year and publish monthly! 

So, what’s been going on?  

Monthly Meetings - Wednesday nights seem to be working well with strong attendance at the meetings over 

the winter. We will stick with this and target April 17th for our spring safety meeting. Anyone interested in pre-

senting?  

Club Class Nationals - Organizing committee has met a few times. We’ve identified a CD, Hugh Grandstaff, 

and are awaiting approval of that by the SSA. Paul Sodamann is in charge of ground operations again this 

year. We’re working on confirming a couple extra towplanes and towpilots. Leah has put together a sponsor-

ship prospectus. Would you or your employer be interested in sponsoring? Let her know! Additional projects - 

increasing RV hook up capability, identifying prizes for daily winners and trophies for overall winners, organiz-

ing dinners and outings. 

Operation Building - The operations building is progressing well! Mike Davis has taken on the roll of inspector 

and has been making nearly daily trips to Sunflower to keep an eye on the progress, identify any issues 

quickly, and be our eyes and ears. The contractors have been quick to answer questions and concerns. As of 

this writing the building is almost if not completely sided and sheetrock sanding is nearly complete, which 

means that interior installation, flooring, painting etc is the next step. Last I heard they are back on schedule 

which would mean the building will be handed over in mid May. There will be work to be done between then 

and June 1 to have it ready to use and ready for the contest. 

Windmills - NextEra Energy is planning to build a wind farm in southeast Reno County. Andrew Peters has 

been in contact with them since the beginning of the project. He and others have attended several meetings 

of the Reno County Commissioners and Reno County Planning Committee in the last year or so. In the begin-

ning of the state legislative session, a bill was introduced in committee that would’ve established statewide 

setbacks for wind turbine construction. KSA & SSF both submitted written testimony to the committee in sup-

port of the bill. Summer Gajewski was a big help in getting the required 50 paper copies delivered to the state 

house by the deadline. The bill did not make it out of committee. Andrew is speaking at the upcoming (April 4) 

meeting of the Reno County Planning Committee to encourage that they establish setbacks from airports in 

the county plan. Independently of that, I have been in regular contact with NextEra to establish a written 

agreement between NextEra and us that would establish a setback within 3 miles of the runway (to the end of 

the runway) with a 5 mile protected zone off the ends of the runway at a 50:1 slope. I will share this with you 

once we have an agreement. 

Grob - Work has continued steadily on the Grob. All gel coat removal work is complete. We have been work-

ing almost nightly on patching up the skin where needed. Once that is done then we will fill and sand the 

wings and control surfaces as needed, then prime and paint. We’ve been trying to work for an hour or two 

most weeknights. Let me know if you’re interested in helping out.  

Soaring - In case you haven’t noticed, we’ve started to have some nice flying days. Lets get back into flying 

form, knock the rust of the winter off, and have some fun going soaring! 

 

See you at Sunflower, 

Tony 



Sunflower Seeds 

March 15th - Mike Orindgreff made the first soaring flight of the year, his comment: “It has been a LONG 

winter” 

March 16th - Auto Tows! Mike Davis drove. Tony Condon instructed Kevin & J Riedl. Mike Orindgreff self 

launched. Tony gave Steve Leonard a tow for a birthday flight in his Ka-6CrPE. A nice early spring soaring 

day. Jerry Boone made an appearance in the morning, checking out the operations building. 

March 17th - More Auto tows to start the day with Tony Condon instructing Kevin Riedl. Mike Davis again 

drove. J Riedl and Jeff Thornburg helped. Michael Groszek arrived via Mooney to aero tow. J Riedl got so-

loed again. TJ Rausch made his first glider solo! Mike Orindgreff self launched and flew over 200km! Dave 

Wilkus flew his Diamant, SR. Doug Fisher flew in in his Citabria for his intro glider flight. A Comanche 

flew in and its pilots visited with Steve Leonard who was working in his hangar. Ethan Beale got a spring 

checkout and went solo. His wife Kelsey took a ride. Mike Logback came in in the Tailwind to visit and check 

out the building. The final airplane visitor for the day was Bob Holliday with Ruth who visited via 182. Busy 

day! 

March 20th - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew 140km. 

March 24th - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew 111 km. 

March 26th - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew 111 km, again! 

March 31st - Mike Orindgreff (F8) flew 133 km. 

TJ Rausch - Solo! 



For Sale 

Oudie 2 and Handheld Radio 

$300 

Keith Smith, kstrl.4488@outlook.com 

In Memory - Richard Kirkland 

Richard E.Kirkland, 84, son of Tom Kirkland and Edna (Hillebrand) Kirkland, born April 26, 1934 in Minneap-
olis, Kansas, died peacefully March 21, 2019. Married Darlene Postlethwaite on September 3, 1955 at Im-
maculate Conception Parish, Minneapolis, KS. Richard graduated from Kansas State in January 1957 and in 
1961 moved to Wichita to join the Missile Division of Beech Aircraft Corp. as an electrical design engineer, 
retiring in 1992. Through the Beech Flying club he achieved his dream of getting his pilot's license, joining 
Experimental Aircraft Association/EAA. He was very active in starting the Young Eagle Program, to give chil-
dren 8-18 years old their first flight, sharing his love and joy of flying. Flew his Clipped Winged Cubby that he 
built, and also enjoyed being a soaring pilot. Had the privilege of joining the great group of aviation enthusi-
asts in the Wichita Area. He is survived by his wife, Darlene, and four daughters, Sr. Mary Ann, IHM (Joni), 
Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of Wichita, Terri Ann Kirkland, Shawnee, KS, Laura Lara (John) of 
Wichita, Carolyn Andrews (Matt) of Pescadero, CA. Eight grand-children, Mark, Teresa, Beth, Maria and Paul 
Lara and Chance and Noah Andrews. Preceded in death by his parents and grandson, Evan Lee Lara. Ro-
sary will be at 7:00 pm, Sunday, March 24, 2019, Downing & Lahey Mortuary, 6555 E. Central, Wichita. Fu-
neral Mass will be at 10:00 am, Monday, March 25, 2019 at St. Paul University Parish, 1810 N. Roosevelt, 
Wichita. Graveside Service will follow at 3:00 pm at Highland Cemetery in Minneapolis, KS. In lieu of flowers, 
memorials to Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 3550 N. 167th St. West, Colwich, KS 67030, St. Paul 
Parish, 1810 N. Roosevelt, Wichita, KS 67208, or EAA Chapter 88, P.O. Box 780833, Wichita, KS 67278.  

Finding Lift 

Tony Condon spoke at the Wichita NWS Aviation Weather Seminar about forecasting for soaring 

flight. Paul Sodamann recorded it, you can watch here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyRAT0H4Ha8  

SSA Request Birth Dates 

The SSA is trying to build a better database regarding the age of its membership. To do this, chapters have 

been requested to collect the birth dates of their members. Please contact our Secretary/Treasurer, Kirk 

Bittner (kirkbittner@gmail.com) with your Birth Day. Thank you!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CyRAT0H4Ha8


Sunflower Soaring Foundation’s 2019 Board 

Following is the members of the 2019 SSF BoD: 

Andrew Peters  - Member 

Bob Hinson - President 

Jerry Boone - Treasurer 

Tony Condon - Secretary 

Matt Gonitzke 

Rob Rippy 

Dave Pauly 

Mike Davis 

Hangar Space & Trailer Tiedowns 

Rob Rippy will be managing Hangar Space & Trailer Tiedowns at Sunflower this year. Thank you Rob!  

If you have or would like to have a glider in a hangar or a trailer at Sunflower please coordinate with Rob.  

His email is rjrippy@yahoo.com 

March 31
st
 status of the Operations Building, via Matt Gonitzke. Going to be a nice view out those windows, or out-

side under the shade! 





Operations Building Furnishing Fundraiser 
The Operations Building project is moving along swiftly. It should be completed in time for Club Class Nation-

als in June! I know that we all are very excited to have the space, however there is one potential problem! 

 

Nowhere to Sit! 

 

SSF has put up the money to build the building, but they are counting on us to fund the furniture! Let me 

make this clear...only the Foundation has put money up for the building.  

 

This furniture fund drive was announced at the March KSA Meeting, and Paul Sodamann jumped out of his 

seat to donate the first $100. Let’s all follow Paul’s lead and chip in to help buy the tables, chairs, bar stools 

etc that will finish the building out.  

 

Contact Jerry Boone, SSF Treasurer, jerry@soarkansas.org to make your contribution. SSF is a 501(c)(3) 

and these donations are tax deductible. Jerry can provide you a receipt. 

Early construction photo looking towards runway. Gonna be a good view! 



KSA Banquet 

The KSA banquet was well attended and enjoyed by all. Thanks again to Bob Blanton for organizing the ca-

tering and Brian Bird for arranging the Cosmosphere. Steve Leonard presented the travelling trophies with 

SSA State Governor Jerry Boone remotely awarding the Rex Hamilton Memorial Trophy. Here are the trophy 

winners for the 2018 season: 

 

Wooden Wings: 

Tony Condon  

Mamie Cup: 

Mike Orindgreff 

100 KM Speed: 

Bob Holliday 

Dennis Brown Memorial 200 KM Speed: 

Not Awarded 

300 KM Speed: 

Mike Orindgreff 

Curt McNay Pilot of the Year: 

Mike Orindgreff 

Henning Memorial Trophy: 

Mike Orindgreff 

Praying Mantis:  

Paul Sodamann 

Kansas Kowbell Klassic: 

Tony Condon 

Kansas Kowbell Klassic Konsolation: 

Not Awarded 

WSA Triangle: 

Jerry Boone 

Club Maintenance: 

Bob Hinson & Tony Condon 

Tow Operations: 

Kirk Bittner 

Rex Hamilton Memorial Trophy: 

Charles Pate - Years of dedication as DPE 









February 17, 2019 

RE: HB2273 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

 

The Kansas Soaring Association was established in 1961 to promote the sport of Soaring in Kansas. We are a chapter of the 10,000 

member Soaring Society of America. Our members across the state fly sailplanes for recreation and competition. Our main base of 

operations is the Sunflower Gliderport south of Hutchinson. At Sunflower we have hosted many regional and national champion-

ships. We will be hosting the US Nationals there in June 2019. There are other established soaring operations at the airport in Gard-

ner, KS and at McMaster Field, near Wichita. Additionally there has been occasional gliding activity at many airports in Kansas, in-

cluding Strother Field (Winfield), Wellington, Kingman, Newton, Ulysses, Hutchinson, Atwood, Colby, McPherson, and Jabara. Addi-

tionally, many of the airports in Kansas have at one time or another provided a safe landing site for a sailplane.  

We write you today to support the concept of airport setbacks proposed in House Bill 2273.  A study at the University of Kansas, 

Report no. K-TRAN: KU-13-6, released in January 2014, identified that the turbulence caused by wind turbines can present a high 

hazard to aircraft controllability. As can be seen in Figure E.1 of the report, the hazard can remain high at a distance exceeding 

25,000 feet during high wind conditions. While we are fully supportive of the proposed 15,480 ft. setback, we would encourage the 

committee to consider extending the airport setback to 26,400 ft. 

 

We also encourage the committee to clarify the definition of the term “Airport” in the bill. You may be familiar with a similar stat-

ute from 2015 in Oklahoma, Senate Bill 808. Because of their loose definition of airport, the passage of this bill led to a “boom” of 

registered airports. These airports were, of course, being registered with the FAA for the sole purpose of landowners keeping wind 

turbine development away from their homes. We support the separation of wind turbine development only from legitimate estab-

lished airports. Two of our states established soaring operations are based at private airfields. We would suggest that you apply 

this law to any private or public airport that has been established before the law takes effect.  

Soaring flight is flight without an engine to pull you through the air. Our unpowered sailplanes occasionally make landings off air-

port as a result of this. Many of the farm fields that we currently use as safe landing sites will be affected by future wind turbine 

development. For this reason we strongly support the inclusion of legitimate established private airports in the setback law. This 

will help preserve safe landing options for our pilots around the state. 



Kansas is a state with an incredibly well developed aviation system. Many airports have runways well over a mile long. Some like 

Topeka and Salina have runways over 2 miles long. Sunflower Gliderport was a Naval Air Station in WWII and has a 7000 ft long 

runway. For this reason we recommend that the setback distance be from the end of any runway rather than the official center 

point of the airport.  

I would like to thank for your time and attention to this matter and thank you for taking the time to receive our testimony. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tony Condon 

President – Kansas Soaring Association 

 

References: 

KU Study: http://dmsweb.ksdot.org/AppNetProd/docpop/docpop.aspx?clienttype=html&docid=9011677 
Oklahoma Senate Bill 808:   

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB808%20ENR.PDF 

http://dmsweb.ksdot.org/AppNetProd/docpop/docpop.aspx?clienttype=html&docid=9011677
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB808%20ENR.PDF


























Simulator Training Doubles Solo Rates at the United States Air 
Force Academy 

AM-251 students practicing maneuvers on the Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpits. 

 

INTRODUCTION 
The United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) offers its students the opportunity to fly gliders each summer in its Glider 

Airmanship course, AM-251. Over 300 cadets, along with a handful of ROTC students, are divided into three groups. 

Each group goes through an intensive three-week session of training, consisting of both ground and flight instruction. 

Students are given a maximum of 14 flights during the course. Due to weather, time, medical, and other constraints, not 

all students receive 14 flights. The USAFA defines course completion as either (1) soloing; or (2) completing all 14 flights 

without soloing. 

In the spring of 2016, the USAFA contacted Russell Holtz about creating an Enhanced Training Device (ETD) consisting 

of the Mach 0.1 Glider Cockpit Simulator with lessons designed in the Condor 2 glider flight simulator program. 

The requirements for the ETDs were that they be:  

quickly and easily implemented 

relatively low cost 

reliable 

effective at increasing the solo rate 

 
The Academy purchased one Mach 0.1 for evaluation. In the spring of 2017, they ordered eight more units for use in the 
summer of 2018. Russell then developed USAFA specific training scenarios for use in the ETDs. Also, pertinent parts of 
his textbooks, Glider Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge and Flight Training Manual for Gliders, were 
prepared as an online course supplement to be used in addition to the standard AM-251 materials.  
 

ENHANCED TRAINING DEVICE 
The Enhanced Training Devices (ETDs) consisted of:  

The Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpit  
A PC running Condor 2 Soaring Simulator software 
Custom Training Scenarios  

 

 

https://gliderbooks.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8dab66a5bd07712416778420&id=38c474b7f1&e=a6c4474e33
https://gliderbooks.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8dab66a5bd07712416778420&id=2a02a420ef&e=a6c4474e33


Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpit 

The Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpit is a commercial product of GLID-

ERBOOKS.com, that features a realistic control layout, including stick, adjustable 

rudder pedals, airbrakes, trim, landing gear handle, and tow rope release. The de-

vice also features an “instructor’s remote” that can be used to practice rope breaks 

and airbrake failure with students. A supplied keypad, which rests on the pilot’s left 

thigh, provides convenient access to all the functions typically accessed through the 

full keyboard. The device is made from furniture grade PVC pipe and is quite dura-

ble. 

Condor 2 Soaring Simulator 

Condor 2 is a commercial soaring simulator software program. It uses state of the 

art physics and advanced weather models to depict glider performance and han-

dling accurately. The flight school function allows for the creation of custom training 

scenarios. The glider’s initial position, altitude, and attitude can be set along with precise weather conditions including 

winds, turbulence, and thermal activity. 

Custom Training Scenarios 

Simulator training has the unique advantage of making it possible to practice individual elements of a maneuver sepa-

rately before having to put them together in the correct order to perform the entire maneuver. For example, to complete 

a landing, the student must be able to: 

Maintain a constant airspeed.  
Fly along a straight line. 
Control the gliders descent angle. 
Fly the round-out, or flare, to transition from final to the “hold-off”. 
Fly the “hold-off” as the glider’s speed decreases until it touches down. 
Maintain a straight heading on the runway while “taxiing” after touchdown. 

 
In the real glider, the elements must be completed in this order. As a student performs one aspect of the maneuver, they 

must immediately transition to another element that they may not have mastered, or even practiced. It would be more 

efficient if the student could learn and practice each of these skills independently, before having to combine them. 

Breaking down maneuvers into distinct elements is the philosophy behind the training scenarios developed for use in the 

ETDs.  

Custom training scenario in Condor 2. 

 



SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
Selected sections of the textbooks, Glider Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge (GPHAK)and Flight Training 

Manual for Gliders (FTMFG), were provided to the AM-251 students.  

GPHAK covers the principles that a student must understand to apply during flight. These include such things as 

glider familiarization, aerodynamics, performance, medical issues, and radio communications.  
FTMFG explains how to perform each of the flight maneuvers, including the purpose, procedure, common errors, 

and a completion standard.  
Having this material available can help ensure that both the instructors and students are working from the same 

knowledge base and that all of the instructors are teaching the maneuvers to a consistent standard.  

This material was made available as an online course and included review questions for all the topics. In the first two 

sessions of AM-251, the students had access to the online course. The third session, for unknown reasons, did not get 

this information until very late if at all. While unintended, this natural experiment did provide an opportunity to see what 

effect the material had on student success. 

Online Supplemental Materials 

TRAINING 
The week before the start of the first summer session, Russell traveled to Colorado Springs to train the instructors on 

how to use the ETDs, and also stayed to observe the first week of the course. The instructors in this course consisted of 

a handful of officers, assisted by a large number of cadet instructors. Cadet instructors are students at the USAFA who 

have completed AM-251, along with another course that trains them to be instructors: they do not have anywhere near 

the training or experience of an FAA Certified Flight Instructor in Gliders (CFI-G). 

While all of the instructors were working off of a common syllabus, during this time, it was clear that there were large dis-

crepancies in how individual instructors taught the maneuvers. One of the advantages of observing the instructors train-

ing students on the ETDs is that these discrepancies could be identified and discussed, and a “best practice” agreed 

upon so that all students would receive consistent, high-quality training. 

Each instructor worked with three students at a time on the ETDs. One student would “fly,” while the other two observed. 

This allowed the students to learn not only from their own mistakes but also from those of their classmates.  

 



RESULTS 
Analyzing the data in this type of “study” is always a challenge. Uncontrolled variables make it difficult to make a direct 

comparison from one year to another. In this case, the two most significant factors were that the number of students in-

creased in 2018, and the number of flyable days decreased significantly.  

The number of students in the program increased 5% -- from an average of 326 students in 2016 and 2017 to 343 stu-

dents in 2018. The number of sailplanes and tow planes stayed the same. However, more days were lost to weather and 

other factors in 2018. These factors combined to decrease the average number of flights per student by 22%, from 12.4 

to 9.7.  

The relationship between the number of flights and the number of solos is not linear. No one will solo in the first several 

flights. One would expect the total number of solos to increase significantly with increased flights. This non-linear rela-

tionship is seen in the data for the different sessions. The first session had an average of 8.3 flights per student, with 30 

of the 115 students soloing, or 24%. The second session had an average of 9.6 flights per student, with 31 of 115 stu-

dents soloing, or 27%. And the third session, with an average of 11.2 flights per student, had 40 solos out of 114 stu-

dents, or 45%. 

Solo Rates of Students Who Completed the Course 

Due to the variation in the number of flights per student, the most accurate measure of the effect of the ETDs on student 

performance is to look at the number of solos among those students who “completed” the course.  

In 2016 and 2017, 43% of the students who completed the course soloed. In 2018, with the addition of the ETDs, 89% of 

the students who completed the course soloed. The number of solos for students who completed the course increased 

by 110%, more than doubling the rate of the previous years. 

Table 1 - Comparison between 2018 and 2016-2017 

Even with the 22% decrease in the average number of flights per student from 2016/2017 to 2018, the number of solos 

still increased by 9%. 

Supplemental Materials 

In the first two sessions of AM-251 in the summer of 2018, students read and answered review questions covering the 

material before they took their flights. In the third session, this information was not given to students.  

In the first two sessions, 100% of the students who completed the course soloed. In the third session, the one where 

they did not use these materials, the solo rate was 77%. While this is not enough data to make a firm conclusion, it sug-

gests that studying the supplemental material did have a positive effect on solo rates. 

 



Table 2 - Comparison between each of the periods in 2018 

Glider Damage 

In previous years, the USAFA glider fleet has suffered significant losses due to damage incurred mostly during hard 

landings. Data is not available for this, but anecdotally, squadron instructors noted that this year’s damage was signifi-

cantly lower than prior years, with only two hard landings resulting in damage to a glider. In previous years up to 70% of 

the fleet suffered damages from hard landings. 

Simulator Durability 

One of the significant concerns that the Air Force Academy had about the Mach 0.1 Glider Cockpit Simulator was if it 

would be able to stand up to cadets using them for six hours a day, five days a week, for the nine weeks of the course. 

For the duration of the three sessions, there were no broken parts on the simulators, and only two switch failures, which 

were quickly replaced.  

CONCLUSIONS 
The data shows that the use of the ETDs more than doubled the solo rates for students who completed AM-251 in 

the summer of 2018.  

Supplemental materials, provided in the form of an online course, also had a positive effect on solo rates. 

Anecdotally, ETD use decreased damage to the gliders. 

The durability of the Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpit was more than sufficient to meet program requirements. 

 

APPLICATIONS FOR CLUBS AND FBOS 
The results of this study indicate that glider clubs and FBOs that incorporate simulation training into their curriculum 

should see a decrease in the number of flights it takes a student to solo, and a decrease in the damage to their equip-

ment.  

In addition, commercial glider operations can increase their revenue by training multiple students at once with a single 

instructor, or by providing evening or winter courses, when actual flying would be impossible. Simulators can also be 

rented by students to practice by themselves before or after a lesson with an instructor.  

For both clubs and commercial operators, simulator training can keep students involved, even when the weather isn’t 

good for flying, leading to fewer canceled lessons, greater student retention, and more students getting their license. 

As the USAFA learned, using a simulator is also an excellent way to teach instructors how to teach since an experienced 

instructor can watch an instructor candidate interact with a student while teaching. Versions of all of the material provid-

ed to the USAFA, as well as the Mach 0.1 Simulated Glider Cockpit, are available from 

the  www.GLIDERBOOKS.com website. 

https://gliderbooks.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8dab66a5bd07712416778420&id=40ea929bc6&e=a6c4474e33
https://gliderbooks.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c8dab66a5bd07712416778420&id=acc913f443&e=a6c4474e33


Wind Effect in the Pattern 

By Garrett Willat, from Wings & Wheels Newsletter 
 

Last week we reviewed the AIM with regards to how to talk on the radio to maximize our spacial awareness 
for where everyone is. 
 
Of course in your review from last week, you probably looked at the AIM and reviewed where we are and 
what those locations actually are called. 
 
How do we think about the wind during the pattern? How will it affect me?  Many times I have a student tell 
me the wind is from the South East and looks like it is gusting 15knts. Great, but what does that mean to 
us? If we are doing a pattern how will it affect us on downwind, base, final, and roll-out? Because the wind 
will affect every phase of the pattern, we need to review each phase during our wind portion of our pre-
landing checklist. 
 
If the crosswind is blowing you towards the airport, downwind you will have to crab pointed away from the 
airport. If you are only looking at the angle over your shoulder at the angle back to your aim point that will 
change in comparison to having to crab the other direction if the wind was from the other direction. Getting 
yourself started in the crab seems to be most of the battle. 
 
Base also changes, probably one of the most noticeable. If the wind was blowing you away from the airport 
on downwind now you will have more of a headwind component and lose more altitude on base. You will 
also have to turn later to final because the turn radius is smaller. However when the crosswind is the other 
direction that turn to final seems to use a lot of distance. 
 
An unplanned larger turn radius will cause some overshooting onto final and hopefully not inside rudder try-
ing to align the nose with the runway resulting in a skidding turn. Skidding turns are generally not a good 
plan, especially when in the pattern. If that crosswind was really strong then your ground speed is noticea-
bly faster, if you tried slowing down (not good) a little to slow the ground speed down as you skid the turn, 
you might unexpectedly impact the ground nearly directly below your current location, in a very nose down 
attitude, also known as a spin. Which I have had 2 students honestly really try and spin on base to final. 
 
If while on final you are using a side slip for alignment the amount of crosswind will increase your approach 
angle. A 10mph headwind vs a 45-degree crosswind will have different angles on final. Another factor you 
are trying to think about when you are deciding when to start your turn base turn. The good news is we 
have spoilers to compensate for any error we will make on guessing our descent angle. 
 
The roll-out is crucial for maintaining directional control and not having the wind pick-up the wing slamming 
the downwind wing into the ground. Few gliders have the large spring steel tip wheels like the 2-33. 
 
One of the things I try and do when working on pattern work with a student is not repeating the same mis-
takes. In other words, if we are continuing to come in high between 2 or 3 circuits, something is not clicking 
with the student. Sometimes I will just say "let's not make the same mistake twice, last time you turned here 
it was bad, don't do it again." Once they get the new sight picture and figure out what works we are general-
ly good. 
 
I have been spending a lot of time in motor-gliders lately and we are able to practice landings at different 
airports. Which is entertaining for me. We have to deal with power planes practicing there Boeing 777 pat-
terns in their Cessna 172. If you have not seen the parody on patterns from AvWeb I recommend it.  



The Damon Family Flies 

Steve Damon took his wife Becky for a ride right after completing his checkride in November (above). Over 

Thanksgiving weekend, he got the kids up for rides at Sunflower (below) 



2019 Club Class Nationals Entry List 

 

Name     Glider    ID  Ranking 

Glenn Betzoldt   Discus 2a   W  92.00 

Josef Bostik    Std. Cirrus   1H  84.25 

Andy Brayer    ASW-20C   ND  100.00 

Mike Brooks    Genesis   XL5  86.90 

Walt Cannon    Discus 2b   NT  85.75 

Tony Condon   Std. Cirrus   K  95.32 

Jacob Fairbairn   Std. Libelle    37  62.66 

Sylvia Grandstaff   Discus 2aW   XP  86.20 

Bob Holliday   Std. Libelle   GF  96.05 

Mitch Hudson   Discus b   AAA  85.71 

Ryszard Krolikowski   LS-3-15   K  95.28 

Ron Leonard    HP-18    4A  88.28 

Tom McKnight   SZD-55   67  55.97 

J.T. McMaster   ?    ?  77.15 

David McMaster   Discus cs   HH1  73.74 

Andrew Peters   LS-3-15   3T  73.04 

Erik Redwik    LS-3A    SW  n/a 

Walt Rogers    Discus 2a   WX  94.51 

Ron Rose    ASH-26E   S  65.59 

Todd Rutledge   LS-4A    1D  92.00 

Collin Shea    Std. Cirrus   ML  69.00 

Tony Smolder   LS-8    TS1  94.20 

Bill Snead    LS-8    IA  89.93 

Danny Sorenson   Discus 2aW   DS  99.67 

Roger Thiemann   Mosquito   RT  31.27 

Mike Westbrook   Discus 2b   5F  100.00 

Boyd Willat    Discus a   JL  98.16 

Chad Wille    PIK-20E   20E  56.33 

Collin Mead    ASW-19   CM  93.30 

 



Date Towpilot Line Manager 1 Line Manager 2 

Saturday, April 13 

  

Bob Hinson 

Rhinson1@cox.net 

David Wilkus Bob Holliday 

Sunday, April 14 

  

Brian Bird 

620-664-7844 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Bob Holliday 

Saturday, April 20 

  

K.C. Alexander 

316-943-7641 

Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

  

Sunday, April 21 

  

K.C. Alexander 

316-943-7641 

David Kennedy Ethan Beale 

316-650-6931 

Saturday, April 27 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

Derald Wright   

Sunday, April 28 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

  Bob Holliday 

Saturday, May 4 

  

K.C. Alexander 

316-943-7641 

David Wilkus David Pauly 

316-250-2045 

Sunday, May 5 

  

K.C. Alexander 

316-943-7641 

Derald Wright Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Saturday, May 11 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

    

Sunday, May 12 

Mother’s Day 

Tim Double 

724-954-2938 

Harry Clayton 

316-644-9117 

Sue Erlenwein 

316-644-4586 

Saturday, May 18 

  

Bob Holliday Mike Orindgreff 

316-200-5046 

  

Sunday, May 19 

  

Tim Double 

724-954-2938 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Ethan Beale 

316-650-6431 

Saturday, May 25 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

Steve Damon 

620-386-0770 

  

Sunday, May 26 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

David Kennedy   

Monday, May 27 

Memorial Day 

Michael Groszek 

Mig82au@gmail.com 

Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

  

Saturday, June 1 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

Mike Orindgreff 

316-200-5046 

  

Sunday, June 2 

  

Bob Hinson 

Rhinson1@cox.net 

Robert Estagin 

316-708-2311 

Leah Condon 

316-249-3535 

Saturday, June 8 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

Robert Estagin 

316-708-2311 

Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Sunday, June 9 

  

Michael Groszek 

Mig82au@gmail.com 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Saturday, June 15 

  

  Steve Damon 

620-386-0770 

  

Sunday, June 16 

Father’s Day 

Michael Groszek 

Mig82au@gmail.com 

Mike Orindgreff 

316-200-5046 

  

2019 KSA Duty Schedule 



Saturday, June 22 

  

Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

Mike Davis 

316-772-8535 

Sunday, June 23 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

Robert Estagin 

316-708-2311 

  

Saturday, June 29 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

    

Sunday, June 30 

  

  David Kennedy Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Thursday, July 4 

  

      

Saturday, July 6 

  

  Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

  

Sunday, July 7 

  

Michael Groszek 

Mig82au@gmail.com 

Harry Clayton 

316-644-9117 

Sue Erlenwein 

316-644-4586 

Saturday, July 13 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

Mike Orindgreff 

316-200-5046 

  

Sunday, July 14 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

  Mike Davis 

316-772-8535 

Saturday, July 20 

Kowbell 

      

Sunday, July 21 

  

    Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Saturday, July 27 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

    

Sunday, July 28 

  

Bob Hinson 

Rhinson1@cox.net 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Mike Davis 

316-772-8535 

Saturday, August 3 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

  Mike Davis 

316-772-8535 

Sunday, August 4 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

Rob Rippy 

316-213-8241 

Leah Condon 

316-249-3535 

Saturday, August 10 

  

      

Sunday, August 11 

  

Tim Double 

724-954-2938 

David Pauly 

316-250-2045 

  

Saturday, August 17 

  

Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

    

Sunday, August 18 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

  

Saturday, August 24 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

Steve Damon 

620-386-0770 

  

Sunday, August 25 

  

Brian Bird 

620-664-7844 

Harry Clayton 

316-644-9117 

Sue Erlenwein 

316-644-4586 

Saturday, August 30 

  

Bob Hinson 

Rhinson1@cox.net 

David Pauly 

316-250-2045 

  



Sunday, September 1 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

David Kennedy   

Monday, September 2 

Labor Day 

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

    

Saturday, September 7 

  

Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

David Wilkus   

Sunday, September 8 

  

Tim Double 

724-954-2938 

    

Saturday, September 14 Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

    

Sunday, September 15 

  

Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

Saturday, September 21       

Sunday, September 22 

  

Tim Double 

724-954-2938 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

  

Saturday, September 28 Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

    

Sunday, September 29 

  

Brian Bird 

620-664-7844 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

  

Saturday, October 5 

  

Kirk Bittner 

860-670-5544 

    

Sunday, October 6 

  

Bob Blanton 

316-841-2921 

Jerry Martin 

620-960-5418 

  

Saturday, October 12 

  

Tony Condon 

515-291-0089 

David Wilkus   

Sunday, October 13 

  

Bob Hinson 

Rhinson1@cox.net 

Leah Condon 

316-249-3535 

  

Saturday, October 19 

  

Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

    

Sunday, October 20 

  

Mike Logback 

620-755-1786 

Harry Clayton 

316-644-9117 

Sue Erlenwein 

316-644-4586 

Saturday, October 26 

  

Paul Sodamann 

785-456-5654 

Matt Gonitzke 

815-980-6944 

  

Sunday, October 27 

  

Brian Bird 

620-664-7844 

Steve Leonard 

316-249-7248 

  



KSA VARIOMETER 

911 N Gilman 

Wichita, KS 67203 

abcondon@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSA Meeting 

Spring Safety Meeting 

Update on Operations Building & Nationals 

NCAT Room 210 

April 17
th

 6:30 PM 


